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TO THE 



RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 

WATSON, 

LORD BISHOP OF LANDAFF, 



THIS BOOK 



IS HUMBLY D£DICAT£D. 



My Lord, 

In dedicating the prefent trifling per* 
fonnance to your Lordfhip, I am aftu- 
ated by the fame pride which glows in 
the bofom of a common foldier, who 
feels^ and has at heart the fuccefs of his 
A 3 General. 
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GeneraU I am aware how infignificant 
are my attempts to follow the track of 
your Lordfliip in the caufe of genuine 
Religion, Morality, and Liberty; but 
perhaps a Novel may gain attention, 
when arguments of the founded fenfe 
and moft perfeft eloquence fhall fail to 
arreft the feet of the Trijler from the 
fpecious paths of the new Philofophy. 
It is alio an attempt to parry the Enemy 
with their own weapons ; for no channel 
is deemed improper by them, which can 
introduce their fentiraents, 

I (hould not flatter myfelf the follow- 
ing Pages would ever be honoured with 
perufal, did I not know that no branch 
of Literature is left unexplored by your 
Lordfbip ; and I might obferve with the 
late Lord Orford^ that Romances are 

only 
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only Hiftories which we do not believe 
to be true, and Hiftojies are Romances 
we do believe to be true. 



I anij with the greateft Refped^ 
My Lord^ 
Your Lordfliip^s moft Obedient^ 
Humble Servant^ 

OEORGE WALKER. 



PREFACE. 



The following work is written 
with a defire of placing, in a prac^ 
tical light, fome of the prominent 
abfurdities of many felf-important 
reformers of mankind, who, hav- 
ing heated their imaginations, fit 
down to write political romances j 
which never were, and never will 
be practical; but which, coming 
into the hands of perfons as little 
A 5 acquainted 
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acquainted with human nature, the 
hiftory of mankind, and the proofs 
of religious authenticity, as them- 
felves, hurry away the mind from 
common life into dreams of ideal 
felicity ; or, by breaking every 
moral tie (while they declaim about 
morals), turn loofe their difciples 
upon the world, to root up and 
overthrow every thing which has 
received the fandion of ages, and 
been held facred by men of, real 
genius and erudition. 

Nothing is more 6afy, if we 

leave human nature and common^- 

place reafon out of the queftion, 

than to write a fyftem of jurif- 

2 prudence, 
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prudence, a perfcdl republic, a body 
of political juftice, or a catalogue 
of rights : but a clofe attention 
to any of thefe works will readily 
bring forward glaring and palpable 
contradidticms. What are the va- 
rious claflcs of mankind to thinks 
when thefe men not only contradiSi 
themfelves, but every one has a 
fyftem widely oppofite to the other, 
^ppeeing only that every regular or- 
der and inftitution, religious, moral, 
and political, is worn out in this 
age of reafon, and muft be de- 
fhroyed. 

It may be right to apprife the 
reader, that the words political juf- 
tice 
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tice are fcarce ever introduced, ex- 
cept when the fentiment is taken 
from Mr. Godwin*s Political Juf- 
ticc, 4to. edition. 

No doubt thofe who feel them- 
felves fore will endeavour to call 
upon the wor|c the charge of exag- 
geration ; but; on this fubjedt it is 
impoffible to exaggerate; fo inimi^- 
cal are the dodtrines of Godwin, 
Hume, Roufleau, &c. to all civil 
fociety, that, when the reader can- 
didly refledls, he will perceive that 
the inferences I have drawn from 
their ttKX^ naturally refult. 

Can we wonder at the prevail- 

ance 
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ance of adultery, when dodrines 
fuch as thefe men hold out in faf^ 
cinating language^ are tolerated? 
Can we wonder at the vices and 
crimes of a neighbouring people? 
Or, can we wonder that the gene- 
rality of JhalloW'thmkivig men em- 
brace and fupport them with ar- 
dour ? 

Many of the modern reformifts, 
amongft the moft forward, Mr. 
Pain, aflerts, that there is no fuch 
exiftence as a Britifh Conftitution. 
Let thofe men and their adherents 
perufe De Lolme on that fubjed: ; 
let all who are repining at their lot 
read that excellent work, and they 

will 
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I 



will perceive the fingular bleffings J 

they enjoy, which, bccaufe they arc . 

familiar, are defpifed; and let us i 
not adt like men in health, who 

underrhine their conftitution by ex-' j 

ccfs, till ficknefs teaches them the i 

ineftimable value of what they have i 
unthinkingly and irreparably de- 
ftroyed. ^ 
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PREFACE 



TO THB 



THIRD EDITION. 



JlT has been fuggefted to me to 
print a cheap edition, which might 
be within the purchafe pf all ranks^ 
and tend to open the eyes of many 
dehided followers of the new phi- 
lofophers. But though this work 
was written from the moft ardent 
defirc of warning the world of the 

intentions 
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intentions and tendency of Jacobi- 
nical principles, there are two rea- 
fons for my objecSting to this ad- 
vice:— Firft, as Mr. Playfair fays 
in his excellent Hiftory of Jacobi- .- 
nifm, ** He who pleaded the caufo- 
of murder and plunder, Jaw his 
work diftributed by thoufands , and 
hundreds of thoufands, and himfelf 
enriched ; while he who endeavour- 
ed to fujpport the caufe of law, of 
order, and of the proprietor, had 
his bookfeller to pay, and faw his 
labours converted into wafte paper. 
It is true he had the confolation'of 
his own mind, and the efteem .of 
the few to whom his intentions 
were known; but with regard to 

effedt 
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efFcdt upon the public mind it pro- 
duced none: his"* main objed was 
therefore unattained, and the revo- 
lutionary argument remained tri- 
umphant.— With energy, fome mo- 
ney, and a difpofition to make ufe 
of it on one fide ; and on the other, 
indolence with pecuniary means in 
abundance, but not the will to em- 
ploy one fhilling of it : can we be 
furprifed that things went in favour 
of thofe who had the energy and 
the will ? It would have been fur- 
prifing if it had not : and according- 
ly we have feen the fhirtlefs, fhoe- 
lefs vagabond, burning the caftles 
and title-deeds of the proprietor, 
and with an high hand put them- 

felvcs 
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felves in the place. Let the rich 
alk. Which fide will have moft 
writers, thofe who pay, or thofe 
who do not ?'* — Secondly, through 
the medium of Circulating Libra- 
ries, any man may read the work 
for much lefs, than though it were 
printed on paper like the Rights of 
Man. 

In the prefent inftance, however^ 
I cannot fpeak fram what I have 
experienced, and it gives me con- 
fiderable hopes that the deftru<aive 
torpor of the rich is evaporating^ 
and that they begin to take an adtiye 
intereft in the prefent crifis : I have 
only to obferve, that Two Editions 

have 
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have been fold in lefs ^ than fix 
months. 

Mr. Playfair, when he is fpeak- 
ing of the diffidence, and diftruft, 
and jcaloufy, and indifference of the 
different nations, fays : ** But if 
they will not prepare ferioufly to re- 
fift, they muft prepare to fufFer; 
for France will give law to Europe 
if file once gets the better, and then 
adieu to thofe Principalities and 
Powers who have quarrelled about 
ufelefs etiquette, when they Ihould 
have rivalled each other in manly 
COURAGE : and who will continue 
in all likelihood to difpute about 
their rights and privileges, till there 

remain 
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remain none for ^hem to difputc 
about.*' 

It is here that the condudt and 
character of Great Britain deferves 
well of mankind. But for the 
energy of this nation, Europe 
would, ere this, have hcenjqueezed 
to pieces with the Gallic hug : and 
this country would have fwelled its 
bloated pride. — But the volun- 
teers have faved the nation. They 
have told France, that before fhe 
can plunder and burn London, that 
Jelfjh and Jhop^keeping city, ac- 
cording to the threat of Barrere, 
{he muft float in the air, and march 
through a forefl of pikes and bay- 
onets. 
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onets. They have told the French 
Propaganda that we arc not to be 
cajoled with flatteries and lies to be- 
lieve a people, who conquer more 
by thefe means than by the fword ; 
and they have told the idle and re- 
bellious, that they cannot hope for 
fuccefs. While we remain firm to 
ourfelves, we may fuffer much, but 
cannot be brought under the yoke 
of France. 
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CHAPTER L 



TUB KtXTltfO 0# 'i'<tf<i UMPtriLICAN 

One fioe fomndr «veti'mg DxiSot 
Alogos wailcod oat to the bslbka- of 
Vfftaaditr iiMXt tdet^joyrtffebeaatifiil 
fcenety fatrouAdlA^t aiikl rftfieded in 
ti« rafator of t^«tfyftjil like. ' 
Voh.1, B «ThM 
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"^ This is charming/ faid he to himfelf, 
as he walked onward ; * the harmony of 
nature is vifible in every obje£i round 
xne; the clouds form a roajeftic and 
•ever-varying canopy; man alone devi- 
ates from that pure llate of exiftence 
he knew in the golden age ; man ialone 
is unhappy ; his palfions and his ap- 
petites in fociety know no bounds fhort 
of attainment; and why? becaufe he 
will not copy the example of unerr- 
ing nature in her conduQ of animals. 
Thefe never deviate into rapine and 
outrage — they live free, and are hap- 

At that moment he heard a noife in 
the air^ and, looking rpund, diftinguifh- 
ed an hawk in full purfuit after a lap- 
wing. The harmlefs creature fluttered, 
and appeared nearly exhaufted, while 
the bird of prey redoubted his exer- 
tions.- — DoQor. Alogos, who' ufually 
walked with . a fowling-piece for his 

amufcment, 
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amafefnenti brought the hawk dovn at a 
{hot; and the lapwing, as if to thank 
hinif fettled near upon the ground. In a 
little time it recovered from its fright, 
and a fine worm creeping before it fell 
a prey to inJlinS.- 

The Doftor raufed on this fubjeft 
as he continued his walk. — * At worft,* 
faid he, * this is only a partial evil, and 
does not interrupt the. harmony of the 
univerfe; it is. only matter changing 
forjm, and making room in the great 
field of nature for new exiftences ; if 
we had no hawks, in twenty years the 
whole furface of the earth would be 
covered with lapwings ; and if ,we had 
no lapwings, the whole globe woul4 be 
lb over-run with worms, that, like a 
Cbelhire cbeefe filled with mites, the 
crufting would crumble away. It is ne- 
ceflary the ftronger animals iliould prey 
upon tk« weaker, and quite in the order 
of things i but for men to murder each 
B& other 



ibilter Is verjr diflbreni, an^ afHes JErom 
an unjnft accaimilatkm of pfbpeitf. 
Oh happ]|r times wtten proptrty was* tm- 
regarded^ i^hen ho tyrant coold plant 
his foot upon an acre of ground^ and 
repulfe his fellow front the fod ! Pnv 
perty ! property ! thou art the bane of 
xartbFy good, an ukcr in fociety, and a 
dancer in the political ccconomy/ 

As the Dodor ftamped Ms foot on 
ibe ground in the attitude of an oratori 
lieated with, the idea of rr fafa t ib n iahd 
^quaKty, ayoung man in a very ra^ed 
.drefs leaped from a 4:hick:et of hazels, 
and, holding a piftol to the DoSor's 
breads demanded his money. 

The Doftor^s piece was unloaded, or 
his benevolence for the human fpecics 
might have :been loft in the agitation of 
furprife; but making a full pslufe, and 
giazing at his antagonifl:--^^ Th!^,' feid 
Mt^ * fsf not ' right in the ' natate of 
' 3 things; 



things ; force telU me that yoar argu^ 
ment is wrong: you fiiould have firft^ 
convinced me of your wams^ and then- 
ipy purfe Would have been your juft 
property/ 

• AU property ir a monc^oly/ crie<J 
the young metaphyfician^ * and the moflr 
iaeenic arguments afe beft : tbefe rags^ 
which I wear are^ fuffieient vouchers 
for my wants; and unlefs you can prove 
that fome other has a greater claim to 
YQUr property^ I muft have the contents 
of your pocket/ 

''Yott are a philofopheri' faid'thc 
Doftbr. 

* Yes/ replied the youth ; • my dear 
Siupeo ufed to tell me fo : but philo- 
(ophy is, not rewarded in the prefent 
deteftabte fyftem of things j virtue is 
ridiculed^ and vice, rides in gilded^ 
coaches/. 

B3 * How 
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• How much do you need ?* faid the 
Doftor, in tranfport. * You ate a pupif 
of the nenk fchool ; come along with me^ 
and you (hall find me a man who will 
efteem you exaQly according to the 
quantity of merit you poffefsj your 
talents ough^ not to be thus loft/ 

• Stupeo was perfeftly right/ faid the 
youth, ' he toW me that all men are 
equal : I will go with you/ — • Who 
is this Stupeo?* inquired the Doftor, 
while the young man walked by his fide* 
' He was a very great philofopher, a 
mythologift, a metaphyficiaui and a 
fcholar : he was my tutor at college/ 

• You a collegian !* cried the Doftor, 
in furprife; 'how came you in this 
mtferable condition, and how could 
you commit fuch an aft of dangerous 
outrage?' — * From the moll natural 
reafon in th€ world: all crime, n»y 
dear Sir, arifes from fome poffelpng 

what 



• 
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what Others want : but in hQ, there i^ 
no fuch thing a& crime $ it is a mere 
chimera, exifting only in the law; like 
Joha Doe and Richard Roe/ 

• There furely arc crimes,' inter- 
rupted the Doiikor, • crimes agarnft po- 
litical juftice, and the liberty of the 
individual : as for inftance, I have, as 
a billing animal, a right or power to 
take a walk ; but if I am to be afiaflin-' 
ated every time I go out, my liber ly is 
reftrained, my houfe becomes a prifon,. 
and I might as well be in a dungeon. 
X think crimes of ihis^nafiure ought to b«' 
punilhcd/ 

* How? By coercion or reftraiiu? — 
My dear Siupeo ufed tafay that puni-fh- 
ment is a fpecious name, but is in reality 
nothing more than force, put upon one 
being by another whro happens to be 
ftronger. How can truth be promoted 
by this? If I am hanged for what is 
' ' B4 called 
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called a robbery, bow am I eonvincecl 
of my, error? And it 19 tbe reform of 
the individtfal you fcould feek, anrf. 
not the punilhment of an aaion partbl 
in its nature.' 

' You arc wrong,' faid the DaSor^. 
• the offender ought to be ieftrdincd. 
as long as the fafety of the commonkjr 
prefcribes it; for this h juft: reftraiTi. 
hi«i not an inftant from a fimple vieir 
to his own improvement, for this is con- 
trary to reafon and moraHty*.* 

• But, my dear Sir,' cried tbe youth, 
warmly, * Stupeo, who was a philofo* 
pher and a meiaphyfician, fays '^ 

^'Says a fiddleftick,' retorted the Doc., 
tor, * it is the good of the whole we^ 

* Sec page 132 and 161 of Political Juftice, 
where the two laft <?ontradi6toiy abfurditics will be 
found verbatim. 

are 
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are: to feekj what fignifies individaal4 ? 
tb€j are as mites in the univerfe. Truths 
trmb muft be propagated, and I glory ^ 
u> fee we are making fuch rapjd pro« 
grcV 

Thejr were -J:^y ibis tiine arrived at th« • 
gate 9f a neatr looking manfion^ with' 
high chimneys and heavy cornices, which ' 
declared it to have been ere&ed in th^ 
time of William the Third, a flower gar«» 
den.fpread before it, in whkh a beautl- * 
ful young woman was gathering flowers. 
She appeared about eighteen^ withallj 
the innocence < of that- period^ and the 
beauty attendrhg upon health and good i 
nature* - • 

' ^ '.11 

• Your daughter, I fupppfe ?*Taid the- 
ftranger. 

• No,* replied the Doftor; * do you* 
think I would belie my principles by 
uoiung myfelf for Ufe to apy ^pbje<5^» 

B 5 , when 



V9hcn the human miiid is of fo change'-^ 
able a nature ?— She is iny niece ; her 
parents, who were very poor and very 
ignorant, are dead. I attempted' td 
educate her on my plan ; but Ihe is* of ab 
perverfe difpofition^ (he will not exert 
the divine privilege of reQftance^ and 
throw otf the ihackles of domination! 
file perfifts that the very difference of 
fexes fhoald teach us that they are de- 
figned for different piirfuhs/ 

• Laura,* cried the Doftor, * have 
you fei my room in order ? I hive 
brought home a ft ranger.* 

' No/ replied Laura, blufhing; *I 
was obliged to vifit a poor old woman 
in the village ; and I intended, as foon 
as I had gathered fome flowers> to ar- 
range your apartment.' 

VThe d— 1 take all the old womeit 
in the urtiverfc/' cried the Doftor, in a 

paflion^ 
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paffion, ^ with their difeafes and .their 
wants ! What had you to do, you idle 
Out, with gathering flowers, when all 
ray roam is covered with litter? What * 
a^ wretched flate is fociety.!— every thing* 
thwarting the temper, and fpoilin^ our 
reflexions-/ 

• In a date of nature,* faid the young, 
ftranger, * we fliould certainly have 
fewer wants. The pleafant fpring .would 
fupply us with drink, and the maft of the- 
foreft with food. How happy would it 
be if ail mankind, by univerfal confent,. 
would deftroy ev6ry veftige of fociety, 
and return to fimple nature i* 

* Nothing more true,* cried Do£lor 
Alogos, taking his hand and leading / 
him towards the houfej. *you feem a 
youth of. profound intelligence, and I 
glory in having difcovered fuch a gem. 
All the children of men are dear to my 
heart; and my indignation boils when 

B6 I hear 
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I bear that our brethren of Africa are 
urged to labour with alafli-~tbTn from 
fupreme felicity — carried from the yjcL^ 
^k>w fands of Guinea to the burning fur« 
^ace of the .Weft-Indies — arid all for 
what f to fupply us^ffj^ces and fweetmeats. 
I could hifg a Tartar to my bread, and^ 
divide my little property with a Greetiw 
lander;' 

A wounded foldier at that moment 
atcoftcd them from the gate, entreat^ 
inga morfcl of breads or a farthing to 
bay it with. 

The Do6lor*i eountenancfc reddened^, 
and turning round-—' Go,' cried he, 
• to your pariih ; for what do I pay fo^ 
many poor's rates^ if t&y purfe is to be 
s^way^ open to fuch vagrants P In a 
ftate of nature there is no necefiity for 
fbldiers ; and I am determined I wttl 
not fupport tbeprefent infamous fyftem/ 
So faying, he fiapped th« door in the 

foldier 's 
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foldier's face ; and leading his nenir friend 
up fiairs, they entered an elegant apart- 
meot; the furniture of which was in a 
ftyle of the greateft luxury. 

• I^fupper ready ?• inquired thcf Doc- 
PbT of a fervant girF, who entered the 
room to place his chair.-^* It won't be 
ready this half hour/ replied fhe, pert- 
ly : « if you want it> fooner, you muft* 
Goine andvhelp to get it yourfelf.* 

• Go along, you baggage/ foid the- 
Do£lor, laughing. Then turning to his 
gueft, ^ This/ faid he, • is a girl of in- 
dependent fpirit, the geiiuine equality^ 
for which I admire her. If my niece 
were a little more of her difpofition/ 1 
fliouid be extremely fond of her — ^not 
for herfelf, becaufe I am above all thofe 
falfe notions of relative connexion, 
but for her virtues.* 

Supper 
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Supper was foon after ferved in' a 
ftyle that would have gratified an epi-* 
cure. The Dodor declaimed, between 
every bite, on the virtues of temperance 
and the beauties of nature. — The young 
n^an ate little^ being engaged with the 
beauties of Laura: and the latter wa»* 
much abafhed by the company of a. 
ftranger, who, though in a garb that de-* 
clared prefent poverty, had yet a noble- 
nefs of phyfiognomy, which (hone forth . 
beneath the cloud that enflirouded him. 

Having fufficienily {atisfied the de*- 
lAands of nature and appetite, the Doc- 
tor ordered his nifece to retire ; and 
having replenifhed the table with wine, 
which he obferved was taxed in an ia* 
famous manner, he requefted the Aran,- 
ger to celate the outlines of bis hiftory. 



CH-APTER 
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CHAPTER II. 



TH^fi PROGRESS Ot TRUTH AND PHILO-' 
SOPHY IN AN IGNORANT MIND* 

MYname is Frederick Fenton. I migHt' 
perhaps be afhamed to mention my fa- 
miFy, when yoii fee me in thefe mirerable 
garments; but truth mud be fpoken<" 
without regard' to thofe falfe prejudices, 
which call folly by the name of honour. 

My parents have great landed pof- 
feifions, that is, are great tyrants, in 
the county of Kent. They educated 
me in all the fuperftitions of the Pro- 
teftant church, and my whole ftudy was 

to 
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lb conform to their defires, and reftrain 
my wiihes to the line of what they called 
reditude and religion. 

I was fo grofsly ignorant, as to 
believe that difobeying them was dif- 
pleaGng to the Almighty ^ and I con- 
fidered religion as a fure means of 
leading me to a better world, and^ 
making me hereafter happy : but th^fe 
were tbe dreams of unenlightened im^^ 
gination, impreffed uppn me by edu- 
cation, 

« ••■• - 

I>earning appeared x^ ipc^my eyes the. 
greateft obje£l of ^fcijiyaf^y pi^^ i r 

and my parents delighting in my prp: 
grefsj.my yhole powers were .bent to. 
the •acquirement of what they called > 
valuable knowledge. 

»^ 

I did not then ktidw that profound 

ignorance is the real and qnly ftate in 

which m^ can .enjpy felicity s s^nd that 

■ m ' every 
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every advance from tb» is fofaf di- 
verging from the intention of nfttcrre. 

I wat never eafy under the negtefC 
of a dutyi becaafe I either feared the 
cenfure of my parents, or the vengeance 
of an offended deity : and I refrained 
for thefe reafons from committing any 
of thofie a8]om falfe moraKty partrcc^ 
larly confiders atrocious. So eager 
was my application to ftudy, and fo te. 
naeipus my tnemcMfy,, tha^ at fifteen I 
vas judged capible of. commencing ftir-. 
dentin form. 

I took leave -of my pareiLts with^ 
tears; and my bofom feemed to lofe 
its tranquillity at parting with- a ydv^h 
nearly my own age, and who had beea 
my friend and companion from in^ 
fancy, Vernon was not lefs affefled r 
and we vowed eternal amity at our re- 
paration. 

^ At 
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At the recommendation of a ^nobteu 
man» the divine Stuped became my pre* 
ceptor. He was a perfon of mean 
birth { but that diftin6iion I defpifedi 
feeing in him only a mian of talenta. 

He began^ bis plan of education^ 
with flarting bold truths, which fhocked 
and dazzled me wit^h their luftref with- 
out eonfounding my perceptions* * I 
will not/ faid he, * overwhelm you at 
once with the whole blaze of know- 
ledge, though I would a« little wi(h to 
lead you (iep by ftep^ as though I would. 
Airprife you to an accfuiefcence with 
tiHith : immortal truth can never lofe 
by being feen; it bears down every 
barrier ; it is a mighty torrent ; it may 
be ftayedfor a while, but the accelera- 
tion of its rapidity will increafe in equal 
ratio.* 

At firft I ventured' to obferve,^^ that 
the human mind is too often led into 

" crrot 



THE VAOABOKD". t^ 

trrot fcy a deception of the fcnfes, 
which are ever ready to adopt any new 
obje£l however abfurd. His eloquence^ 
which was Hke the torrent he defcribed^ 
foon overcame my weak objeQions, and 
the firft gleam of truth and philofophy 
dawned upon my foul. 

He lamented the profound obedience 
I paid to my parents, * My dear pupi!^* 
faid he, / what is this Wndage you call 
duty? And what right have thofe beings, 
you call father and mother to direft your 
a6tions» and controid the inborn vigour 
of your foul?' 

• By the claim of nature ; by the 
trouble they have taken for my pre- 
fervaiion ; and by the love they bear 
me in particular/ faid I. 

* Unjuft in extreme ! * cried he» 
* Do your parents love you for your, 
real value ? — No ! it is arillocracy, felf- 

. bvcv 



r 
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knrej and family pride that teaeft tbeiv 
to fet a value on you. No human bein^ 
ought to be preferred becaufe that be- 
ing is my father^ my wife, or my fon* § 
k is the good of the whole we fliouki 
endeavour to promote. And what ia 
your claim of nature^ Are not all men 
born free ? Children can be no longer 
conne^d wUh. their father^ than while 
they (land in need of his aiSllanee* 
When this becomes needlefsi the na» 
tural tie is of courfe difTclved/ the 
cWrdrcn are exempted from the bbedw 
encC they owe their father, and the fa., 
ther is equally fo from (he foliciiude- 
due from him la his children ; both- af- 
fume a (late of independence refpefHhg 
each othert.* 

* But gratitude/ replied I, * would^ 
feem to infpire reverence and efteem.' 

* Political Juftice.- , + Rauflcati. . 

* Gratitude ! 
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> » 

. ^ Graiitu(k!-<-*^Nofirerife/ anfwered 
be ; ' I ought to eftcem a beiie&fler'^ 
not becaufe be has done a kindnefs to 
roe» bvi becaufe he ka& doae it to^an 
human being*.' ' 

-* Bui if what my paretics requeft is for 
ioy own advantage^ forely tbeit can be 
«o crime in obeying f^ 

« Of that you , are the beft judge: 
if the aftion be gbod^ it fliould be done 
"becaufe it is fo^ and not becaufe eercaiit 
perfons have reqnefted or commanded 
you to do it. But even this you ought 
to doubt: to doubt is the fifft ftcp^tabe ,^ 

a great jphitofopber, and the more yoa 
donht, the more real knowledge you arc 
^offeffed of. For inftance, you wtff 
call that an apple lying ah your table 
hecaufe it appears (b : but you muft 
dtoUbt It; your eyes, your tafte is fallK^ 

' • . blfi— 
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ble — >it may be an orange^ or it maj 
be nothing— ^it may be any thing/ . 
' . ' ■. • ■ 

* It may not be a church or the Al- 
pine mountains^' faid I. 

' But you muft not believe it to be 
neither, for thore vhp believe any thing 
certainly are fools*. • 

* I am convinced/, faid L 'I 4oubt 
ivheth^ I ever, had a father, or ever 
vras bori): I will.no longer be held in 
the leadlng'llrings of obedience/ 

Youth has a natural paffion for en- 
tertainment; and having now caft off 
the trammels of parental admonition^ I 
determined to enjoy thofe moments 
which my dear Stupeo taught me would 
never return. * How few are our years, 
and of thofe years how few are allowed 

* Hume on Human Nature^ voL i, page i68« 

to 
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to pleafure!* would he fay. , • Grafp 
tbeo, my pupil, the inomentsas they fly, 
for all beyond this life is Annihilation 
and non-entity : dry and barren ftudy is 
wdll enough for muddy fouls, but not 
for thofe who know how to live.* 

It is furprifing with what convi€lion 
truth fla(bes upon the mind :— Stupeo's 
axioms were unrefutable, and I found 
the fuperiority of pleafure over all the 
labaribus and mufty refearches of learn- 
ing, which never fatisfy a doubting 
philofc^hic mind. 

I confefs I ran into a few eccen- 
tricities, fuch as breaking the leg of a 
waiter in. a drunken frolic— ^getting a 
fever by a furfeit — and fpending my 
fahry before it became due : but thefe 
are the neceflary attendants on this 
miferable fyftem of things* We are fo 
enervated with drinking tea, that we 
cannot withftand the power of fixed air 

t in 



in flwds : and tlMs monc^ly of prapcr 
pfQvmKf our ipe&dii^ mere tliaii . 
iKaHi atmttire. 

Tbeip feflcaioM niMhdly kd 
to abhdr .tyranny of every UncL Ii; 
fingular^how we imbibe great trai 
yihctk oDoe the mind doidM of e 
thia^ The genius of Ittwrcy flume 
pendent in n^iiie eyei^ aed X 
M the fufieringa of my f^low meiv 
iaw that JOiO poffible ri^ could 
any man in flavoy. Wliat {lowcr 
any generation of men to ifitll 
pofterity (no matter who bought them)?^l 
Wben^ bad I givM mjf coafi^nt to tbe] 
l^irernment.I Hvetd under? N^veri 
dierefore to me it waa as abfihu a 
potifm as any under tbe fun*. It 
fko cx)ii&qua^e tome tliatk ttii^Bt^ 
juft and welt adminiAerie^ti to aaer 
iiFa»atyra6ny« I ccNRfe& there 



* Paia. 



^M 



a trifling j 



a trifij^^ argjuBieot againft this nmii 
^nt^il; for it feeiped a natt^ of^ diffi^ 
culty, tfaair the goy^rnment fhould ^^ 
fending to every individual^ as he ati- 
takted €€t^h years,, to koow if be ap- 
proved- their efiiaibii&ineBt; But in/ the 
beft of fyftecas there is always fomor 
little defe0:> and furely Voltaim,,RottC- 
feau, Tom Paine, ajid the metapbyfi^ 
€ia« Stapeo, knei^ which wa$. for tiaa 
heft^, < I ev^n doubt/ (aid the. latter,. 
* whether the viery article of oar birth. 
•he. not a great breach of poUticaljuftice^ 
fince our. confem . was not required.* 

He WAS a maft. ex<jtafite reafoper; 
1 tcmember binv expatiating one d^j? 
oir the happinefe of natural liberty : he 
Wndled telo eathufiafna on the, liibjefit; 
' War/ cried he, * that deftroy^ ouc 
vitals, and in one moment filences elo- 
quence, geniu^s, and every virtue with ^ 
the bowlings of miiery, murder, and 
defpair, would never exiii but. for. the 

Vol, I. C machina- 
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fnachinations of monarchs. When did 
you ever hear of republics going to war? 
what have they to fight about* ?'' . 

* Did the Tyrians, the Grecians, the 
Romans, the Carthaginians never go to 
war?' faid I. But Stupeo knew 4iis 
ground too well lo be flopped by fo 
trifling a queftion : he continued— r* The 
reciprocal relations of mankind, while 
living together in their primitive inde- 
pendence, were not fuflBciendy dui:pible 
to conftitute a ftate either of peace or 
war, fo that men cannot be naturally 
enemies; It is the relation fubfifting 
helween things^ and Tiot hclween men, that 
gives rife to war; which arifing not from 
perfonal but real relations, cannot fub-^ 
fift between man and man, either in a 
ftate of nature or in a ftate of fociety, 

• It may not be unworthy obfcrvationj that the 
• French Republic has conquered all the little repulh' 

Vtcs round them, and only the two monarcliics of 
Sardinia ^nd Naples* 

in 
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in wfaicb every thing is fecured by the 
Laws*. Thus it being evident^ that as 
men never can be at variance with men, 
for as much as no favages in a ftate of 
nature ever fight ; it follows, that war 
never could happen, but for the quar- 
rels of a fet of tyrants, who lead meii 
into the field of battle to butcher each 
other with their eyes (hut.- 

« Then man becomes a mere ma- 
chine ?• faid I. 

* Man a machine!' faid he, with 
ardour : ' man is a fuWime animal ; the 
great lord of creation : 'tis true his foul 
is nothing but an heap or collection of 
different perceptions^ or objeds, united 

* This inconfiilent fentence nukes a brillianfr 
tigore in the Social Contra^. The reader is not to 
be furprifed if hfc finds thefe great men contradidl 
themfelvcs in the courfe of the work ; if they did 
not, they would not be modem philofophers. 

C 2 - together 
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together by certaim rclatm^ -ajid fnj^ 
pore<l> though falfe}7« tp be endowjOfi 
.il?:idi.perfieA fimplicify aii(l.i4ep)>ky. If 
aby oii€, upon. farious4Siiidf. unprejudiced 
reflexion, thinks he bas.^ dilTerent op^ 
^OD oF him&lf, I mud Gon|^& i, can • 
realbn wth him oa longer; he n^y. 
^rbaps perceive (bmt^hifig fiinple»^ an4 
continued^ which he .calls A^Vi/f^j though 
I am certain there is no fuch principle 
in me. But felting afide fome metaphy* 
iicians of this kind (who belifsve they 
Jiave a foul)» I may venture to affirm of 
the r^flv of mankind) that they ar,e no^ 
thing hv/tdk bundk or colk^ion of dif«. 
&reht perceptions, which fucceed.eack 
other with inconce;ivable rapidity, and 
are in a. peipetual flux and movement**/ 

-* But/ faid I» *^ you tell me yoijt^ aie 
jcsrtem you have no foul, and yet you 



* Hume aiv,HiimfU)iN^to9^ vol i, pag;e 361 
aafl 4jiSI. 



lay 
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tty it down as a maxiai/tbatweare not 
to he certain of any thing; THis ife furfe 
a contradidion« Befide, if \his bundle 
of ideas is always cbangihg^ ^nd 'never 
the fame^ ^hat is trremory ? How am I 
confcious that 1 ate my breakfaft this 
iBorm»g».afKl got'drunk laft night ?* 

* *Tk merely in idea/ replied key 
^ yovL cknnot Be certain you did ^tberk 
All ideas are only {lighter impreffioni^ 
than realities^ and there is no> other di£-^ 
fbre*cte trcween reality and idea*.* 

* Then; fkid I, * the idek of m 
faicb^ muft^ be an inch longj and of a 
.mile, ^ mile long. If I have an idiKat>f 
a roaring lion, or a thunder ftorm, I 
ftiali hear the founds, bhiy !h fm^Iler 
.dtgiree. 1 have ah idea of tWd bbttt^ 
of brandy, and the injj>rcffioft Will !&i%fy 

* Hume on Human Nature^ vol. i, page 361 

C a . equal 
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equal the effed of two bottles of wine ; 
but do I feel any a£i;ual difference be« 
tween an rdea of the frozen pole or the 
bowels of Mount Etna? am I coWer 
or warmer for cither? Does the idea 
of a bombardment lay me dead upon the 
plain? which it.muft do if it were as 
you fay, that reality and idea are in 
every refped the fame, except that the 
former ftrikes with more force than the 
latter*.' 

* You will believe every thing I have 
faid/ he anfwered, * if you doubt your 
own underftanding ; and nothing is 
more fallible than human reafon, or 
more certain than immutable truth/ 

In this new path of philofophy I 
made fo much progrefs, that I foon 
ceafed to trouble myfelf with the jargon 
of the fchools ; Ariftotle, Grotius, and 

* See Beattie*« excellent Treatife on Truth. 

Puffendorf 
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PuflFendorf appeared as fo many chil- 
dren, and even the great Locke, but an 
infant in fcience. Latin and Greek be« 
caniq. the moft infipid of ftudiw^^and 
in faft my moments were too precious 
to be wafted on fuch trifles. 

My father wrote me feveral letters 
expreffive of his grief at my change of 
principles, and hinting that he would 
difcharge Stupeo, if I attended to his 
infernal do£trines» 

^ And fo/ cried the great logical me- 
taphyfiqian, * you will ftoop to the do-^ 
mlnation of this man, who wifhes to 
cramp the divine impulfes of your fotil, 
to torpedo your faculties f Other ty- 
rants would be content with governing^ 
your body; but this man, who calh' 
himfelf your father, would deprefs the 
energies of your foaring fpirit, and tesLr 
it down from beholding the fplendid fun 
C4 of 
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xtf xeaibo and truth, to ivalk in th4 
fiommoo track of plodding meiu ' 

W-bat reafofiiBg could be more jnfU 
ar delivered ia more 'ekxquKent ts^ms? 
I wrote in rcply^ that my tmnd waji 
free, that I detefted controul, and would 
npt ftibmU 4o ibe dk^ooi of aii)r'ty- 
mm^ how^ever diftingyi&od by naaae. 

My Suher Tetuf ned me an anfwer in 
the mildefl terms : he requefted me ta 
confider how much attention he bad 
hejQtawed wpon me in tny «arly years. 
He axked bow I ihould .think of the 
pian, who ihould xeiam any fayour. X 
did hjm, with equal negleS; ^uul con-v 
tempt. He ei^treated me to xxmfidex 
if any of his former advice had been 
y^^ny way^ 4etri{nenxal to my owa 
welfare I ^d to refleO;^ that no poflible 
advant^e could arife to him from my 
pcoweodiog io a virtuoiM ii&, except 

• that 



diftt tf ifOi^^ing cftit %hdni be had 
been a means of brining if^tb ihk 
worlds an honour to his couniry^ to hu^ 

ciddid Wh «n{t£aUf^g ttA tb nMiet MM 
at A cttikih houfe U|»b»r th« iro&d, i^h^tiS 
fie iifrould cbttiftrtittitfite W rire taattfefs 
of ptAt Mpott^nd ; ahd Oibtild M mi 
ft&th hotee (thdtigh V6ty Unwfell) itit 
mtJirtferit he t^teiv6d thy ^^omifd tb Wfefet 
hiffl. 

Stdjieo t*ai oh & piirt/ df^ ]^te*fiird 
when I recitfivfed this letter. I iim da- 
moff afliam^d to owh tht ittipreffioh it 
made u^n tde^ thbugh It is a(ll in th* 
old-fafhi6rled ftyte ; btit w6 cattitot ii 
once whblly bvefcbme evfery, pTejudic^ 
of edtication. 

I Wfote iMfMdWely, ihat 1 W6dld 

attend dt th^ plac6 appdihtdd* I ^foy- 

ed till Stupeb arrived. He was fdr- 

pfiftdto fihd tWe reidy fot i jcutney, 

C 5 and 
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and more fp when I informed himr of 
the particulars. 

* Weak^ ptierile^ and inconflant man/ 
cried he^ ' you refolve in one hour 
what you undo the next. It was either 
fitting that you (hould yefterday have 
bowed to the commands of your father^ 
or it is not fitting to-day v time cannot 
change a moral adion. What i^ it he 
requires ? To bend you to his will~-ta 
make you the paffive tool of his power : 
He would perfuade you all be has done 
was for your fake. Who are you ? an 
individual ! his property ! -~ A mafier 
gives phyfic to his flave^ and pretends 
he has no intereft in doing fo. Non* 
fcnfe ! it is the good of the whole he 
Ihould fcek/ 

* But I hzvt promt/id to meet him ; and 
I would not willingly forfeit my word.' 

I All promifes are morally wrong, 

and 
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and ought not to be kept. The adidn 
to be done, is either right of it is wrong. 
If it is right, it fhould be done witfa« 
out an eye to a promife; and if it ifr 
wrong, n6 promife can make it right. 
For inilance, I fend word to a merchant 
I fiiall nieet hhn on 'Change, and I find 
more pleafure in fome other excurfidiiV 
orlbme aftibn of greater good (in my 
mind) appears for me to do« I ought 
not to meet the merchant ;— hisincon* 
venience I am ignorant df^ and I call' 
no tnore be faid to be accountable>f(^ 
any thing be fliall fufFer from the dif- 
appointment, than I am guilty of tnur** 
der for not being on a trial at Newcaftlei 
when I knew of no fuch trials though 
my evidence (hould have faved the manl ' 
All that can be faid is, that people- 
would then in thefe cafes depend ij^tr 
upon themfelves, and lefs updn dBters^^* 

* Political Jufticc. ' * ' " ' ' "' ' ' 

C6 ^But,' 
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^ fiuV raid I, * how i$ feufiMfii to 
be dofie» if no man has a corteinty of 
meeting with diolb he has to tranlaft 
fome conci^n of tibe firCk importance 



^ Wh»t if hil£iieri» what is 
QUrrce^ whe^i cooopared with moral 
Yiriue. and political juflice? *Tis the 
gooKl of the wholi^ my dear Frederick^ 
and not the petty iateneft of indivi* 
duA)fi> we are to coi^der* We ought 
ne^ver t» do aa aftion without firft 
caikukikig the refuking good, and 
confidQring if fome greater good ma^ 
])0t he done. -^ You are drefled> and 
to teH yOtt the truths for we ou^t 
always and in all inftances ta fpcak 
irdth, I this night am going to Mrs. 
£U/^0^ iihere you will fee a charming 
girl: fte-bas not been introduced a 
monthj and you will not regret the lofs 
2 of 
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o f Come, my dear fel- 

low» ihake.ofF all thefe old fuperftu 
tious notions, and tafte real and genu* 
be liberty.v • 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IIL 



THE NEW MORALITY 01 FRIENDSHIP^ 
HONOUR, AND f HIXANTHROPY^ 

iSOME days after, I received a letter 
from my father, informing me,, that the 
difappointment he had received, with* 
the fatigue of the joitrney in his weak 
ftate of health, had fo much raifed his 
fever, that he had little hopes of re- 
covering his health ; and that if I yet 
retained the fyhalleft fpark of fitial piety,. 
I would inftantly haften to him. 

1 was at firft (hocked with the event ; 
but it was evidently not owing to me, 

but 
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but to the improper journey be had 
taken; for to fay the difappoihtment 
could have fuch an efFe£l» was talking 
like a nervous old woman. I was 
eafily convinced by Stupeo that it was 
all a trick : and indeed I was in na 
condition to undertake • a journey into 
Kent; the charming girl who hadnot 
been a month introduced^ having given 
me fufficient reafon to remember her 
innocence. 

• What a fhocking effea !• faidSto- 
peo ; * but you ought to doubt its re^ 
ality/ 

• To doubt it?* cried I : ' No, no, 
I have no reafon to doubt/ 

^ But it may Only exift in yout idea^ 
and that idea afFe6ls you.' 

V AflFeas me ! How ?^ faid I. • What, 
if I have an ifiea that my throat is cut, 

fhall 
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s 

fliall I find the Mood ftreaming ^bout 
me?' 



< It all arires from the pttsfent inifbY^ 
able fyftem of things/ (aid Slu)^ t ^ ^ 
defpotirm is the very worft of govtrAv- 
x)ients«' 

^ But what has defpotifm tt> Ao widkn 
it ?* cried I peevifcly ; * am not I bum* 
ing with all the flames of a vokaiio? 
and {hould I not have been well at this 
moment if I had attended my father?' 
Pray how does thi^ rife from the govern-^ 
ment?* 

* ril maintain/ faid Stupeo with 
metaphyfical coolnefs, ' this and every 
thing elfe th^t is bad arifes from it. If 
genuine liberty were eftablifli6d, all the 
female fex would be within oiif choice; 

we (hould not have to venture- 

What tuflnefs has oat watt to tnono-^ 
liolife a woman to hirtfelf ? Affeftion 

and 
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and love i& as various as any other 
paffion. What are the names of mo^ 
iher, and wife, and daughter, and fitter? 
In a ftate of nature men purfue their 
own inclinatrorns, and not each grafp a 
fenmle beiDg to himfelf, the (l^ve of 
his captice, and the dbje£l of his 4i{i 
guft,--Over this imaginary prize, mem 
watch with perpcftual jealoufy^ «nd one 
man will find his defires and his capa* 
city to circuoivent as much excited, as 
the other is exeited to traverfe hinn :-— - 
as long as this ilate of fociety cominues, 
philanthropy will be crofTed and checked 
bftthoufand ways*/ 

* That waft be a very adaiindble 
ftate of things,* I replied ; * but- at 
prefent what are we to do, when our 
philanthropy muft be pra6iifed in pti- 
vi*e? for it is a very dear article ai Weft- 
mafter Hall. I am almoft lempted to 

* Political Jufticc* 

think 
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think it a judgment of Providence upon 
illicit connexion/ 

* Providence !' repeated he j * is it 
poffible you can really be fuch a child 
in fcience ? In the eighteejnth cCQtury to 
talk of Providence, is a mark of the 
profoundeft ignorance. Do you think 
then that there is a great and omnipotent 
Being who cares for fuch a bundle of 
atoms as you are ? All prieftcraft and 
lies. Does any thing tell you that you 
Iball live hereafter ?' 

^ I have an idea that I fhall ; and all 
ideas muft be realities, only in a (lighter 
degree, if the doQrine of iht /q/hion^ 
able Hume be true.' 

* Not in this cafe. Your exiftence 
Will terminate when the lobes of the 
lungs are no longer inflated, and ihe 
blood ceafes to beat in the arteries. 
The union of the fpirit with the body 

is 
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is a mere fortuitous connedion^ hap-» 
pened wholly by chance, and will ter« 
minate in like manner/ 

* But/ returned I, ' nature feems 
embellifiied with a thoufand beauties, 
that furely are not the refult of chance. 
In the formation of one fingle flower, 
how infenfibly does the ftem increafe^ 
the leaves unfold, and the flowers ex* 
pandl Werethefe the effefl^ of chance, 
we ought to fee the particles which form 
the component parts, fettling from the 
air into the ihapes of plants, trees, 
horfes, and geefe ; nor fliould we ever 
fee two animals or plants of the fanie 
fpecies/ 

Stupeo paufcd a moment^ but he 
never wanted refources in the extenfive 
ftores of his mind. • All this,* faid he, 
"^ proceeds from phyfical necejfity and 
the nature of things: you impel a ball 
along a fmooth furface, and it muib ^ 

proceed 
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proceed m a fixed progrtfs ; fo nature^ 
^ iias given to all things an htipulfe inrlyich 
never ceafes to aft. Thfcfatne quian^ 
tity of matter and fpirit exifts now that 
did exrft at the (irft| though it h ever 
varying in form. In the firft* kernef> 
in the fitft egg» was contained the germ 
of all other kernels and eg^gs, t>f M Ait 
ptonts^ and all the chickens^ reqairmg 
only the prpgrefs of time to titifbld | 
them : and the firll man contained in 
hvta all the nren that evtr i\d or tver. 
will exrft*/ 

• But how that ifirft could ever exift 
without a creating power, is to me in- 
comprehenfiblc. We do not fte Ificw 
fpecies of animals produced by nature 
in our time ; we never find men with 
their heads juft rifing abovfe grOtnd, 
like the children of Beucalicfn and- 
PyrrhUy^ or the teeth which Cadmus fct 

* Bufoxi. 

in 
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in tb^ iBud« It would be a convhicifig 
argumemUHv we . were ever to find the 
hornsof ahimaU^-iGng like plants be* 
foire usjn our walks. Indeedi my dear 
Stupeo, you muft allow a great fizA. 
caufe/ 

* Nature is all powerful/ faid Stu-. 
peo4 

• Bui what isnature? To be a pow- 
erful caufe, it muft have wilU it muft 
be a Deity; and I care not whether 
you call this mighty being Nature, Pro- 
videncf , or Goi' 

^ Tihofc; wjho believe any thing are 
foolV repiU^d he: < loatter and ^lK>tiocl^ 
may bft regarded m the caufe. of 
thought*: every thing arifes fitommat**. 
ter and motion.' . 

•But 
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* But what is motion? And.iwliat is 
the caufe of motion ?• fs^ 1|% 

< Priefts/ he replied, * have led the 
mind, through their knowledge of its 
paffions. They have introduced Hell 
to controul us by tl^e horrors of future 
punilhment. But the burning.glafs of 
truth has ftruck the temple of prejudice 
and pritfftcraft ; the fabric totters to the 
bafe, it will (hortly fall, and cru& all 
tyrants in its ruins.* 

I could not but obferve, that he had 
evaded my- queftions, but that was an 
effort of his exquifite wit and talent 
for difputation. It was impoiSble any 
one could refift the torre«t of his jdo^ 
qttence; and my imagination was 
warmed by the glorious and brilliant 
idea of the temple of fuperftition tum-i 
bling down, and crufliing tyranny in 
its ruins. I forgot my fufferings in the 
profpeft, fighing alone in the feat that 

mankind 
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mankind wei^e not yet fufficiently en- 
lightened. Indeed I have to lament, 
that I find (oo many felf-interefted peo- 
ple, who prefer the mifanthropit way 
of living in families, watching their 

j wives and daughters like fo many dra« 
gons guarding the Hefperian fruit, and 
hoarding up that wealth which thoufands 
would be rejoiced to fliare. But the 
time will come, when knowledge is 

I difleminated in all ranks; when the 
ploughman ihall fit on his plough read- 
ing the Rights of Man, and all books 
of law and religion fhall be burnt by 

' die magiftrates. Then, then, my dear 
Sir, liberty fliall triumph! and arifto- 
Ci:^€y and property vanifli together ! 

It was a long time before I recovered 
my health and ftrength ; and my father 
finding tie could not bully me into 
hi§ narrx)w principles, fent a difmiffal to 
^ Stupeo. . That great and good man could 
not bear to take a perfonal farewel of 

his 
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his pupil, but departed in the tvening, 
two days, after his difckarge^ taking 
with him a gold repeater of mine^ which 
his delicacy would not let him alk as a 
memoriaL — The lofs of my defe Stupea 
wQuld have been dreadful, had I act 
imbibed fufficient knowledge ta proceed 
without a guide ; the light of nature 
being fufficient for thofe wh6 will fol- 
low her impulfes, unbiafffed. by vulgar 
errors. 

I endeavoured to fpreaJL the truth?' 
with all my powers ; but the old fellows 
thinking their places in danger, and 
alarmed at the thunders of reafon and 
the fulminatioiM <oi fcience, expell^ 
me the college, and I returned to my 
father's houfe. ' 

There I refolved to live as much as^ 
poffible in conformity to reafon>. with- 

* Axant phrafe tyf all Reformers. 

out 
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but Hooping to the forms of cuftom.' 
Nature* is the beft regulator, and I 
was not obliged to eat and drink be- 
caufe the hand of the clock pointed 
to fuch a fet of figures ; or to eat pork, 
when my appetite preferred mutton. 

My mother, who was a weak filly old 
woman, was always crying at my whims 
(as my father called them); and if I 
had not fteeled my heart againft that 
foolifh failing, pity^ I could not have 
perfifted in the line of truth, 

Vernon, the friend pf my youth, re- 
Cded at this time at our houfe, having 
finilhed the ftudies necefTarv to a mer- 
cantile education ; and he now only 
waited for a vacancy, to go abroad on 
feme adventure. 

I endeavoured in vain to open the 

eyes of this bigoted youth, who was 

Vol. L D nearly 
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nearly my ov?n age. I put into his 
hands books of religious controverfy, 
in hopes of catching his mind by 
fome infoluble qucftion. I demanded 
of him frequently, an explanation of all 
the articles of religious belief. I read 
to him the admirable writings of Vol- 
taire and Hume : but he had the im- 
pudence to fay, they contradifted each 
other ; that Voltaire frequently afferted 
falfeboods as certainties, which three* 
fourths of his readers had -not means 
to deteCl; and that Hume was fo con- 
tradiQory and unintelligible, that the 
reader was loft i« a jargon of words. 

He had taken a ftrong fancy to a very 
elegant girl, the daughter of a farmer 
in our neighbourhood, and was never 
happy but when writing verfes in her 
praife, or teaching her, what he called^ 
the Chriftian virtues. He was fo jea- 
lous of this &ncied property, that be 
I was 
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was for excluding all others from their 
natural right. Had I attended to th« 
old-fafhioned doSrine of honour^ I 
might have refrained from defiring 
the girl myfelf ; but our- enjoyments are 
very tranfient in this world, and none 
but fools will think of the next. 

Your church people, who believe 
that they have fouls, might indeed be 
deterred from violating innocence and 
plundering the weak: but I rejoice 
to think thefe notions are growing 
obfolete ; and not being troubled with 
fuch qualms myfelf, I refolved to gratify 
the pure and natural deGre I had, at' 
leaft to divide with Vernon the affec- 
tions of Amelia. 

The girl herfelf foon perceived the 

difference ; for, having a quick under- 

ftanding, flie became enamoured of the 

new doElrines I daily difcourfed upon, 

D 2 for 
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ibr they carried fclf-evident proofs in 
the latitude they allowed for the paf- 
fions and weaknefs of human nature. 

Vernon was of too jealous a difpofi- 
tion not to perceive her growing cool-- 
nefs towards himfelf^ and that all his 
fanftified religious notions were un- 
attended to. His vigilance was roufed, 
^nd he foon difcovered that I had not 
only fupplanted him, but even gained 
fKofe favours he durit not in idea think- 
of: a glorious proof of the fuperiority 
of truth and ilie new morality. 

lA<he narrow fpirit of felf-love, and 
the old times of chivalry, he fent me 
a challenge with all the Bre of a mad- 
man, and all the reproaches he doiild 
have uttered had I injured him in the 
mod infai;nous manner. 

Determined to preferve t!ie dignity 

of 
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of confcious innocence, I replied to 
him in a letter^ * That it was the ofF- 
fpring of defpotirm, to bring any argu- 
ment to the fword ; — that his appeal to 
force was palpably wrong, as he ibouU 
have convinced me, by rational tenets, 
that I was. not right* I alfo begged 
him to refleft, that my mind, being 
infinitely more illumined and more 
liberal than his» I was fo much more 
valuable in the fcale of moral virtue. 
That his death would, in the eye of 
political juftice^ be a matter of infigni- 
ficance, but that mine would be a great' 
detriment to fociety in general, for 
whofe benefit I even durft not ufe the 
felf-coramand of my perfoii', by rifking 
it againft his*/ 

I happened tcr meet him the fame 
evening, on my way to Amelia. His 
eye kindled the moment he faw me; and 

♦ The modem do6trine of Godwin and Co» 

♦ D5 ftanding 
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ftanding firmly in my way^ be waited 
my arrival. 

* Execrable * cc^ward*!' cried he, 
♦ memfter of human depravity ! yc^ 
ftave for ever ruined the tranquitlity of 
ray cxiftence, and you deny me the 
konouretble fatisfa3ion of a gentleman* 
Were there not others lefs worthy than 
Amelia^ whom you might have co«- 
farainated W4tb yo4:>r deteftable maxims ? 
But none other than the beloved dar« 
Vnvg of the foul of your friend, the 
girl whom he had doted oo from 
infancy, you muft defame J* 

• Frimdjhipf'' faid I, when his paf^ 
fion allowed him to paufe ; * we ought 
never to {orm particular friendfhips with 
any one, to the exclufion of the whole 

• I- have- been accufed of pleading for dvitU 
ling. Let any man who calls himfelf a gentleman 
judge. 

fpecies; 
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fpecies: every man ought to be our 
friend ; but before we enter into con- 
fidence^ we ought to inquire carefully 
into the worth of our objeft^ that we 
may not beftow upon him a regard ^ 
which his abilities do not deferve^ or 
Mte Ihall a8: unjuftly. We ought to be 
fure^ after a certain allowance for the 
falUbiUty of the human judgment*.' 

* Perifii fuch infernal dofirines!' 
cried be> interrupting met ' fuch cold- 
hearted and diabolical fy(Eem3 would 
unhinge all fociety in the univerfe ! * 

• True/ cried I, • true, moft true/ 
raifing my voice, determined to be 
heard in the caufe of truth* * It were 
well for mankind, if fociety were this 
moment abolifhed : we fhould then be 
free from its vices ; virtue would fpread 
her celeftial banner over the children 
of men ; fcience would dart the rays of 

^ Pblitlcal Jvilice, page 86. 

D 4 its> 
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its fecundating beams to the bofoms of 
all men ; and liberty would fpread her 
jeign from zone to zone, and from one 
pole to the other,* 

• What is this jargon ?' faid he, with 
a look of calm contempt: • Is the liberty 
you wi(b, the right of raviihing your 
friend's miftrefs? Is this virtue you 
blaze forth — the committal of outrage, 
and (linking from the punifhment ? And 
what is your (late of nature, but a ftate 
of anarchy and bloodflied?' 

• You mifname every thing/ faid I. 
^ If the great metaphyfician Stupeo were 
here, he would foon convince you. As 
it is, I would afk how I have injured 
you? Is Amelia any way injured but 
in your romantic fancy? What claim 
had you to her more than I ? Should I 
at this moment oppofe you, if you were 
to fupplant me, or even divide with 
me her affeftions ? No; fo much philan^ 

thropy^ 
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thropy, fo xniich Jricndjkip do I feel, 
that though I was now going to her^ 
you fhall go in my place/ 

* Villain! monfter!' cried he, near^- 
ly choaking with paffion ; • this moment 
I would tear your foul from your body, 
did not gratitude for your father pre- 
vent me. Live then ! live to be a curfe 
to yburfelf and fociety L* 

* Do you riot know/ faid I, * that 
gratitude is a- crime ? hecau^fe ' 

•JBecaufe, d — n—nf* vociferated he* 
• Begone, monfter! The man without 
gratitude is a companion alone for the 
blackeft fiends af hell. The affeftions 
of angelic mind are loll on his callous 
foul. He may talk as he will of bene- 
volence, but felf is the centre of all 
bis adions; anB'.becaufe he will not 
rttum a favour, he would meanly feek 
to deftroy the obligation. — Frederick,' 
D 5 Frederick^' 
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Frederick/ continued he, in a voice 
fapernaturally folemn, • remember thi^* 
Nothing can be more fallacious thaa 
the philanthropic principles held out 
by moderw philofopbcrs : they paint 
themfelyes as the moft benevolent of 
the human race ; they fament the hor- 
rors of Weft-Indian flavery; theygroai^ 
at the fufferings of mankind, which 
arife from the nature of man and mor- 
tal exiftence. But look yourfelf, and 
let others difpaflloRately look into the 
conduft of thefe worthy ^patriots, and 
I challenge you, or them, to bring me 
6ne roan in an hundred, who will, or 
who has beftowed one fingle fhilling 
voluntarily^ cither to relieve the diftreffes 
of the poor,* or to aid the fupporl of 
their country. In the one cafe, they 
fliuffle off, by faying, the poor have 
a right to demand the property of the 
rich; we are determined not to give 
a penny to a fet of cowards, who will 
not rife and cut the throats of arifto- 

crats 



crats and placemen. In the other cafe; 
they exclaim, / give any thing tofup-; 
port a fet of minifterial minions! No,. 
it is contrary to my prineiples, I will 
oppofe them in every meafure; and if 
a foreign enemy fliould come, I will 
either be neutral, or rejoice to fee the 
day that Ihall make us free. What 
is the meaning of this cant, let your 
own fenfe diftate. Were thefe men 
to come forward and pay the regular 
taxes, there would not require above 
half that are now oftenfibly demanded, 
the burden would be .more equal, and 
the honeft part of focrcty would not be 
cruftied with more than their portion. 
This, Frederick, is probably the laft 
time I fhall converfe with you: it is' 
gratitude vhich impels me to defire 
your reform- and I would have you 
look at thofe men, who have always 
the word morality in their mouth : look 
at the private life of any one of them,, 
^nd you wi!l find the liberty they feck 
D 6 ta 
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to be no other than the right to pra£li{e 
every licentiourncTst unchecked by the 
Uno, and unftigmatifed by fober and 
religious men/ 

I was going to repeat fome of the 
arguments of the profound metaphyfi- 
cal Stupeo. I wa» going to prove, that 
we ought to doubt whether two ^tid. 
two made four, or the greater was 
larger than the lefs : but he turned 
from me with a look of fuperiorily, and 
I couid not for my foul but mufe over his 
fermon, which was facrilege againft the 
caufe of reafon and truth ; it being 
well known that our political dema-* 
gogues, pur brethren in the caufe of 
univerfal man, live in the moft abfie- 
mious manner, that they may give the 
furplus to the poor. Will they not 
with true patriotifm make the meant & 
fubterfuges to evade a tax, by which 
means a double burden is thrown upon 
thofe who cannot flinch, and mankind 

are 
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are forced to open their eyes ? Do they 
not print cheap books to enlighten 
their underilanding^ and. let them fee 
how they are plundered and robbed*? 
For it is no argument to fay, that from 
thofe who have not, nor ever had any 
thing, nothing can be taken : — for what 
is more clear, than^ that I commit a 
robbery on a man if I with-hold his 
juft demands? and the rich have no 
more real claim to their wealth, than a 
farmer has to the produft of jhe ground 
he has cultivated; and which ouglit 
to be divided equally to all the people 
on the furface. >'No man has a right 
to monopolife the fruits of the earth. 

The arguments of Vernon might have 
weight on fome minds ; and I trembled 
to think that he was counteracting all 

* It 13 to be lamenitcd' that the Government 
party do not endeavour to counteradt this method 
of propagating French principles^ by difbibuting 
books of religious and moral duty. 

the 
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the good which I hoped to produce irv 
the vicinity. So dangerous an ene- 
my to liberty and reafon ought to be 
removed; and when I returned home, 
I immediately went to my father, defir- 
ing him to withdraw his countenance 
from Vernon, who was a man that 
abufed his generofity. 

* I can hardly believe him capable,' 
fdid my father ; • and even if he were 
fo, the hopes I have infpired him with, 
render it in me a facred duty to pro- 
vide for him. I have educated him 
ftiperior to his fortune; I have given 
him, as I may fay, a mind equal to a 
great employ ; and I fliould deem it 
injuftice to caft him down, and to de- 
ftroy all the talents he has acquired, 
and the fchemes he hais indulged/, be- 
neath my influence.* 

-' Bm,' cried I, * your influence may 
be employed to better pnrpofe, and it is 

the 
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the greater good we ought to prefer. 
What is the tendernefs^to which you are 
bound ? This expectation you dare not 
difappoint. Has his expectation ahered 
the original purpofe of his life, engaged 
him in undertakings from which he 
would otherwife hare abftainfed?' Be it 
fo : he and all other men would, be 
taught to depend more on their own* 
e:xertions* : they would be taught never 
to rely on vain expectations, but aft 
from the noble energies of independ- 
ence/ 

* What language is thi« ?* cried my 
father. * What would focicty become, if 
no human being could depend on the pro- 
mife or the proteftion of another? And 
what is this greateft good ? A term with- 
out meaning, a cant phrafe to- avoid 
a duty. The greateft good is,, to be 
upright and fincere before God and 

* Political Juffice,. vol, i« page 156 to 16a 

man ; 
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man ; and not, becaufe my prefent con- 
venience may fuit, 10 turn the whole 
life of a dependent into a different 
channel ; break all his connections, and 
diflblve his plans at m^ "^ilK This in-- 
deed is defpotifm with a power fupe- 
rior to the mandates of Perfian plenL- 
potence** 

* I wifh/ faid I, ' the divine, mytlio- 
logiftical, metaphyfical Stupeo were 
here; he would fhortly convince you 
that you are in a palpable error/ 

• He could never/ replied ray fa- 
ther, ^ fophitticate the common.-renfe 
diftates of a mind wifh^ing to do right..* 

We were interrupted by the en- 
trance of Vernon, who paufed, and 
trembled at feeing me. I did not wifli 
wholly to confound and embarrafs him ^ 
with my prefence^ and therefore with- 
drew. 

I know 
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1 know not what paffcd between him 
and my father ; but the next morning 
he departed by break of day, and my 
father ihut himfelf up in his clofet^ 
in a gloomy fi|^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 



THE GREATEST GOOD FULLY ILLUS- 
TRATED BY A STRANGE ACCIDENT 
—ANECDOTES OF PATRIOTISM'. 

1 Continued my connexion with Ame- 
lia, and had the fatisfaftion to perceive 
that another human being would be 
added to the race of men. My father, 
by fome meaas, became acquainted 
with the circumftance ; and I was 
catechifed for having followed the 
di£lates of nature. Family pride did 
not permit his requefting me to marry 
lier^ though he pretended that his only 

obj^edioD. 
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obje^lon wa^^ tbat no union could 
l>e happ)B after fo great a lapfe of diL 
cretlon. He propoled that I fhould^ 
for feme timi^^ quit the country ; and 
he would provide for Amelbi and the 
child, when it ftiould h^ born. 

•^ i,el tte parifti provide for it/ feid 
I i ' akt children ought to beloiig to 
tht pi^Uc. The great,, the immortal, 
the vk(idraius,| and illuftriaus Roufleau 
fent his ebttdrei;^ to be xnaioiained bjr 
the Foundling Hofpital at Paris*: and 
ftta^l I be a&amed q£ copying fo great 
9 frnfteiTj wbofe ^dkions were all fub* 
lime r 

• And how do you reconcile thofe 
priaoples with morality ?' £ud my. fa- 
ther, 

* Morality/ I replied, * is political 
juftice, which prefers the good of the 

* Eou^ffeau s ConfeiEons. 

whole 
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whole to the good of a part ; fuffierifig 
partial evi)^ that the great work of truih 
may go forward, and liberty and reaibn 
be paramount over ielfiflinefs, pride> 
fuperftition^ and prieftcraft/ . 

* Excelknt I ' cried my father, break-* 
ing into a loud laugh : ^ a fpeeth worthy 
the humble copier of Roufleau^ and 
the great metaphyfician Stupeow Let 
me alk you one queftion, Frederic- 
Do you underftand yourfelf ?* 

' Do I underftand myfelf? Yes; 
and what I fay is as legible as the broad 
beams of the fun at noon day : it is 
written in the great book of Nature/ 

It was evening when this converfation 
took place: and we were ftartled by 
a fudden blaze of light, which datted 
acrofs the hemifphere; at the feme mo- 
ment the fervants cried out, Fire ! and 
we could perceive the farm in a blaze. 
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My father and I, together with the 
fervants, haftened to the fpot, where 
we found a fcene of deplorable diftrefs. 
The farmer had forgot his children in 
his endeavours to fave his property, ' 
which he threw out at the window. 

His wife had fainted away; and the 
younger children were, fcreaming in an 
upper ftory. My father, without any 
refleQion, darted up the flaming ftairs, 
and defcended with the two little boys 
in his arms; in doing which, he was 
confiderably fcorched. Meanwhile, I 
fnatched a ladder from one of the men, 
with intention to refcue Amelia, who 
had been fleeping in her room, and 
now appeared terrified at the window. 
I Vas going to apply the ladder, when 
part of the roof fell into the room 
where her father was. einployed, and 
drove him to the wi4:idow in danger of 
fuffocation. 



In 
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In this dilemma it was itnpofliMe to 
fevc t^oth :•— * Were Stupeo here/ cried 
I, * he would tell which is the moft 
deferving of life ; but I Ihall commit 
fome injuftice, if I fave the life of the 
one with the lefler merit.' (* Let go the 
ladder/ cried feveral; ' why do you 
keep it ufelefs?*) I, at that moment, 
remembered a parallel cafe, quoted by 
the eKcellcnt phiiofopher, Stupeo, in 
fupport of the new political juftice* — 
* Suppofe/ faid he, * the Archbilhop 
of Cambray and his maid are both in 
danger of pcrifhing in flames, which 
ought I to fave? The maid, a ftupid 
creature, little better than a brute; — 
the Archbiffiop, a man of eminent virtue 
and learnihg, and the author of Tele- 
machus*. To fave the one, at the 
hazard of my own life, is fcarce more 
virtue than tcT fave a dog ; but to fave 
the Archbilhop, is an adt of the higheft 

; • Godwin's Political Jufticc, page 84, 

virtue j 
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virtae; becaufe all adionsare to be 
efteemed in cxz€t proportion to the 
merit of the perfon receiving benefit* 
Now the difficulty is, m the prefent 
cafe, to know whether the farmer or his 
daughter is of mod valine to mankind. 
The farmer cultivates the earth, and 
provides for his family in a grofs kind 
of way : the daughter is young, and 
may add many to the human fpecies: 
but then ' 

I was calmly proceedings in fpite of 
the ftruggles of the men to wreftthe 
ladder from me, when a tremendous 
crafh and a large column of flame 
ended niy difcuflion, and I had the 
horror to fee the farmer and his datigh«« 
tcr both overwhelmed in. the burning 
ruins. I was fliocked at fo dreadful 
an accident, vHbiich would not have 
happened had Stupeo been there ; but 
iathis prefent rafcally fyftem of govern-, 
mem and focicty, virtue will not always 

jucceed ; 



r 
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fucceed; and no man can be con* 
dcmned, if evil fhould refult from a 
good intention. 

It, was, however, a very deplorable 
circumftance, and I regretted deeply 
that I was not better verfed in the great 
book of Nature and Man, as I fliould 
then have known inftantly hbw to ap. 
preciate the feveral degrees of merit. 

Another uhpleafant circumftance re- 
fulted. The common people, who are 
like a fwinifli multitude, and cannot 
perceive reafon, (how indeed Ihould 
they, when they are held in profound 
ignorance ?) infifted upon it, that I had 
retained the ladder purpofely to fufFer 
them to perifh; by which I expe£led 
to avoid the confequencesof my connec- 
tion with Amelia. My father himfelf 
was inclined to believe the report ; and 
unlefs I had the logic of Stupeo, and 
the effrontery of Voltaire, (who being 

afked 
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alkett bow be could infers falfehoods.fo 
glaring in Im hiftory, replicdi * To one 
half ^fr the prefent generation they will 
he fa£ISi; atid th^ next will not poflefs 
the meartsof deteftion/) I fbould Ijayp 
found it impoffible to present their re- 
proaches, 

A committee of ftupid farmers met 
to ' inquire into the caufe of the &re^ 
It began in a back ftable, where I had 
^een on fome: bvifinefs in the cour(e of ' 
the day i their fufpicions appeared fads, 
and a watrant was fent for to apprehend 

\ was very much aftoniChed when my 
father mentioned this with tears in his 
>eyesy and told me the t:oTroborating 
circumftances were in every point 
againft me; that my retention of the 
ladder was too evidently to prevent the 
refcue ©f two wretched perfons whom 
I had in fad murdered t thathefhud^ 

Vou !• E. dered 
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dered at being father to fo proflFgat-e 
a fon ; but that his confiderationibr my 
mother prevented his affifting to detain 
mehimfetf^ as I ihould moft afluredly 
be hanged^ unlefs I poflelTed incontro^ 
vertiblc proofs id my favour* 

* I maintain it/ cried I, * that in a 
Hate of nature the fire could not have 
happened: I even doubt that it has 
now happened. Did you ever read the 
great, the falhionable Hume, in his 
Treatife on^ Human Nature? In all 
incidents of life, we ought ftill to pre- 
ferve our fcepticifm. If we believe that 
fire warms, or water refreflies, 'tis only 
becaufe it cofts us too much pains to 
think otherwife : nay, if we are philo- 
fophers, it ought ouly to be on fceptical 
principles*.* 

^ You will believe,* faid he^ * whea 

* Vol. i. page 469. 

the 
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the rope is tightened round your 
neck.* 



* I know not whether there be reality 
in that/ faid I, * it may be only an 
idea: we cannot be certain that any 
man was ever hanged ; becaufe, if we 
proceed upon hear- fay evidence, upon 
tradition, ever- varying ; upon chroni- 
cles and annals, which are half interpo- 
lations; I fay^ if we believe all thofc 
fort of teftimonies, we may as well 
believe the authenticity of our bibles ; 
for, in faS, we have as little reaF proof 
of the burning of the farm-houfe, the 
banging of John the painter, the re- 
volution of Maffanielo, and the exift- 
ence of Alexander, as we have of a 
book, which is merely the laws and 
hiftory of people, preferved in their 
fynagogues by themfchcs : our fenfcs 
are the nioft deceiving things in nar 
ture/ 

E 8 « You 
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♦ Yoa tpealk lightly/ faid my father 
'iwith a deep figh : ^ had you the common 
feelings of a man, the lofs of Amelia 
would rend your heart; but you are 
callous to the ties of nature : if, hoV-i. 
^evcr, you cannot prove your innocence, 
you would do well to fly ; ahd this purfc 
will fupply you the means.' 

^ Give me a few moment*,' faid I, 
'« to ddiberate. I would march re- 
joicing, with a firm ftep and fteady 
countenance, to tneet the axe of the 
OLecutioncr, if it would promote the 
caufe of truth : l3ut I have yet to con- 
'fidet how my death will benefit man- 
kind, whether it will irhprefs a con- 
viftion of ttie omnipotent power" cff 
itruth; or whether -* 

* Are you- indeed mad?*^ faid my fa- 
ther, gazing at me forrowfully. 

-^ Madl' (S-ied i^ * No j I repeat the 

fentiments 
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• fenriments- of all enlightened men i I 

have the power to efcape, and the 

power to march to the gibbet, and I 

only balance between the refulting good 

I of either aSion.* 

I . * You arc not fit to be a member of 

' civil fociety.* 

* ,1 know it ; I glory in the idea : 

were I fit to live in fociety^ I fhould 

be no real and genuine .philofopher. 

I Society is a fungus, reared in the boU 

bed of luxury^* 

• 
' Fly I* cried he: * the mob is coms-^ 

ing acrofs the green — it is dark^ hade 

through the garden !* 

I really did not fee that any good, 
i would refult from my being banged ; 

I for how could I know what yet remain* 

I jcd for me to perform on the great ftage 

Eg of 
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of life? and accordingly 1 haftened 
from the houfe. 

I continued to croTs the country^ 
chagrined at the cfFeft of confidera- ' 
tion. I muft confefs, the new philofo* 
phy involves one in (ituations that re- 
quire all the energies of the human 
mind ; and indeed it would be almod 
imprafticable, were it not for that fun- 
damental and happy maxim of difbe- 
lieving every thing paft, prefenr, and 
to come. 

I detefttd difguife^ becaufe it is in* 
confident with the fpirit of truth; and' 
I' know not but all forts of ftratagem 
are blots on the dignity of virtue. It 
was, however, very awkward, that a 
philofopher fhould be hanged for fuch 
a trifle as the death of a farmer and bis 
daxighter. 

I prd. 
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I proceeded forward the whole of 
that nighty and the next day I remained 
Ito reft at a farm-houfe^ again fetting out 
at the commencement of evening. I 
had not advanced above feven miles^ 
when I heard a confiderabie noife in a 
barn, like a tumult of applaufe, which 
again fubfided into a calmj^ and I could 
hear a voice pronouncing a declamatory 
{peech* I baftened to the door, which 
was guarded by fome ill-looking fel- 
lows, and, having paid lixpence, was 
ufbered inta a crowd of gaping farm- 
ers and cottagers. A litde ,dark-com^ 
plexioned man, with a moft hypocriti- 
cal countenance, and a grin of felf- 
applaufe mingled with contempt, was 
inftruding the clowns in their rights. 
His voice was elevated to the pitch of 
raving, and the idea of liberty gave 
volubility to his tongue, which he roll- 
ed about with the energy of enthu** 
6afm^ 

E 4 ^ Citizens,* 
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* Citizens/ cried he, * citizens and 
fellow brethren of the human race, 
this is a glorious fight ; this is a dif» 
play that (hall ftrike terror into tyrants. 
The prifoners rattle their chains,, and 
v^ill foon daih them in pieces on the 
heads of their jailors. — Germ^ of my 
V love ! how it gives fatisfaftion to my 
foul, to fee you affembled and deter- 
minec^ in the gaod caafe ! What fhall 
we do ? Shall we pray, like a fct of 
canting methodifts? No, we will do 
fomcthing better. (Here he made fign» 
of fighting.) Yes, citizens^ we will 
rally round our rights ; we will claim 
fomething elfe befides mouldy parcii*^ 
ments and rotten charters;, we wilt 
demand the Rights of Man ! (Can any 
citizen furnifli me with a morfcl d£ 
fruit, for i am exceeding thirfty ?) 
Well, brethren, let us refleft upon the 
horrid times we live in ; I don*t mean 
to fay this country, and I don't care . 
how many Government fpies there may 

be 



be amongft tis; I ^in fpeaking ^^ if I 
was in Rome. Let us remember the 
tjmesjof our forefathers : — hear it, citi- 
zens! In. the time of good Queen Befs, 
every ploughman could, with his day's 
wages, carry home a fucking pi^,,. or a 
turkey, to his family at night*.: which 
,pf you can do fo? Won't you believe 
now that the ^times are bstd ? that you 
areflaves? that Old Englajnd (mind I 
mean Old Rome) is ruined^ and that», 
without fome energetic exertion, wc 
fliall never redeem ourfelves from ptr- 
ditioaP — Brethren !• germs of ray love ! 
tjijs; is a meeting for the caufe of uni- 
vgrfal man : no real citizen would re- 

fufe to give What! ,flinking away 

through the gate when we talk of giv- 
ing? Aye, aye, the minifter has drained 
your pockets, not left you a farthing:— 

• This very aflertion, amongft many others, wa« 
made to a London audience hy a London Political 
Lecbifer. :^ 

E 5 ^ however. 
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however; the box is held at the gate*. 
Well,, citizens, I am the man that (lands 
forward to defend your rights — and 
what do yoa think the Government will 
do with me ? PU tell. you : they will put 
me in a dungeon, where I ihall look 
through the grating at you ; or theyHI 
bang me on a gibbet, where I fhall din- 
gle dangle before you like a fcare-crow. 
But let them— I am willing to fufFer for 
your faket.* 

Here he defcended from the roftrum, 
amidfl: the loud applaufes of the multi- 
tude ; and I prefled eagerly forward to 
get a fight of a man labouring in the 
caufe of philofophy and truth. 

* Citizen/ faid I, feizing his hand, 
* were the great, the metaphyfical, the 

• Meeting at Chalk Farm. 

t Meeting at Copenhagen Houfe. 

oratorical 
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oratorical Stupeo here, he would honour 
yoii for your noble fpeech.* 

* Which of my fpeeches?' faid he. 
* You may get the laft philippic of the 
doorkeeper for a {hilling.* 

* My dear friend/ faid I, M am a 
difciple of the wonderful Stupeo, whom* 

. you muft have beard of. Tell me how 
1 may be of fervice in the caufe of hu-r 
man nature.' 

' Have you fubfcribed ?* demanded- 
he : *. Are you a member ?' 

* I am a ftraqger, but I pretend to 
fome little philofophy.' He gashed upon 
mc; and fome friend ftepping up, I was 
parted from him by the crowd. 

He istoo'inuch a philofopher, thought 

I,, to have his reflexions interrupted 

by idle curiofity : he will now retire to 

E 6 ' meditate 
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meditate 00 the fubje£l oF his, u|ider-> 
taking, and I will endeavour to fee him 
in the morning. 

I proceeded towards the next Tillage 
acrofs fome fields, and, as I went flowly^ 
was overtaken by*two countrymen, who 
vere in high^'argument.— * I . tell thee/ 
faid one, 'it be^s a thing impoQible 
as a labouring body fiiould yearn a pig 
in yan day.^ Why, doan*t I , know as 
how^ thof we pays dearer for an article 
in name, we do have more money in 
profajitioni as our Parfon fay/ 

* He fay !' cried fhe other : ' he's a 
right to ftand up for himfelf, and make 
folks believe any thing. Why, I tell 
thee now, atween.mon and mon, that 
Ould England be gone to the dogs, as- 
we heard Citizon Ego fay ; and it will 
nevei'Be as it ought to be, till we have 
another Aldermon Cromwell, and no 
ttthe5/ 

'Alderman 
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* Alderman GrcKiiwell !' repeated the 
firft, * Why, thee he's an arrant ninny- 
hammer : he were Oliver Cromwell, an 
bur Parfon did tell us about him^ laft 
Sunday, as how he did tax the people, 
when he got fixed, as much or more 
than they were before/ 

* I will be ftringed up,' tried the 
other, ^ if it were not Aldermon Crom- 
well Aow. Why, I did hear a deel about 
un from a paper Citizon Ego did give * 
away for nothing.* 

* Like a montabanlc to catch fools,* 
• faid the other. * You*d a deel better go 
and mind your matter's bufinefs, and 
not trouble your thick head aboqt na- 
tion aflFairs/ • ^ 

My blood began to rife in the caufe 
of truth. — * What,* cried I, * would 
you have the human foul bound down 
and fettered in bonds of/ fuperftition 

and 
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and Ignorance? Give the intelleQaal 
faculties play, and then the great day 
of univerfal' emancipation will foon^ar^ 
rive/ 

• Menfuration !* cried the fir ft : * who* 
be you, to talk of menfuration ? Ayn't 
the country divided enough, without 
more menfuration?' 

• My good friend,* faid I, ' learn that 
emancipation is the freeing of all man- 
kind from their chains ; when neither 
priefts, nor king$, nor Oliver Crom- 
wells will be wanted.* 

• Thee lies,' cried one in anger : * AU 
derman Cromwelj were the only good 
man in the land, and I wiih we had an 
hundred at this prefent.* 

^ Who are you,* faid the other, * that 
abufe your betters ? You (hall go to the 
ftocks if you talk treafon.* 

' The 
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• The docks !* cried J : * you would 
do well both of you to go there, and 
learn your alphabet ; then you would 
know a little more/ 

The champion of Alderman Crom- 
well was too much irritated at this re- 
ply to enter deeper into the argument ; 
and being alfo in a quarrelling difpo- 
fition from the fpeeches of his adverfary, 
he inftantly ftruck me over the head a 
blow which nearly brought me to the 
ground. I returned it in an inftant with ^ 
a good cudgel, and he fell at his length 
before me. His antagonift attempted 
to collar me ; but, darting my fill in his 
mouth, he duck up to me in a more 
fcientific way ; and though I beat him 
black and blue in about fix rounds, I 
was myfelf To bruifed, that I crawled 
' with difficulty to the next inn. 

Having procured fome vinegar, or 
rather four beer, I retired to the cham- 
ber 
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ber allotted me, which was on the oppcr 
ftory, the roof admitting the fpafkling\ 
of the ftars^ as they paffed over/ I lay 
down on a dirty piece of a bed, .whiich 
the maid told me was all they had to 
fpare, the reft of the hptife being en- 
gaged by the London gentlemen. 

I was grieved s^t fo fair an opportu- 
nity being loft ; b^it my bruifes paining 
mc, I found little inclination to enter 
intQ pplitical difcuffion. 

I endeavoured to fleep, but a loud 
noifc in the room beheath effeQu- 
ajly prevented me# I arofe after fome 
time, and through a chink in the floor " 
could perceive the fame little dark 
Citizen Ego, and two others, the one 
in green-and-buff, and the other in 
black. 

* We Ihall make a decent harveft, 

cidzen^^' faid Ego; * the germ of free- 

- dom 
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doixi begins to fhoot^ and we fliall reap 
the benefit/ 

* How much/, faid Green-and-bufF, 
^' (hall we divide to-night? This is bUt» 
a poor place. I am about a work that 
fball bring more money^ and fet the 
nation more together by the ears than all 
your ie£iures and debates* I fliall de^.^ 
mdnilrate by a ratio^ clear as the an^les^ 
of a triangle^ that the whole kingdom^ 
is beggared; and every man will buy / 
the book to fee ho^ : it will be torn 
from theprefsj the very Governmem 
will buy it up. I Aall prove to every 
man, if he has any common fenfe, that 
all the property in his warehoufe won't 
fetch him halfi-a-crown in the pound.*^ 

* Drink about, my. boys/ faid the 
tnan in black. < If we had' but three 
nice pretty little 7'Ogucs here, I would 
recite my cfdc to the bell of kings — 'tis 
a d — d clever thing, citizens ; Pepper's 

book 
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book will be nothing to mine : I iftake 
out every man to be a rafcal.or a fool r 
there'i nothing like it: the more you 
abufe people^ the more eager they are 
to buy. Tve found out the fecreti and 
I take care to lay it on thick enough ^ 
true or falfci 'tis no matter to me^ not 
a pin.-^Therc was the other night I 
was at the Opera, aild there was my 
Lady % .. Oho I here comes .the 

fupper/ 

The papers before theni were rolled 
into their pockets. Rqaft fowls. And 
other articles of equal luxury, attrafted 
their attention ; and jefts at the folly of 
mankind filled the intervals. * Dama 
it/ faid Ego, ' do you know I had a 
devilifli difficulty to get on to-night I 
I thought I was a little too far out; but 
I thundered it away, and they gulped 
it all down for gofpel. If I mention 
a Government fpy^ I always- fet the room, 
in^troar.' 

Having 
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Having eat tiH they could eat no 
more, ihey were again left to themfelves 
over a bowl of punch, — * Here's/ cried 
£go» gra(ping the bowl and lifting it to 
his mouthi * Here's the dignity of hu* 
man nature, and may the blood of ruth«. 
lefs tyrants flow like this punch !' . 

/ Bravo! citizen/ roared out the 
man in black ; ' down your throat you 
mean. Well, but now we muft to bufi- 
ijefs.' 

*We have letters to write,* faid Ego, 
* from Edinburgh, from Liverpool, and 
from Portfmouth. Our club in London 
is grown To fearful, that wc fhall not 
keep them together without fome flaming 
correfpondence from fome of the large 
towns. Which will you take. Pepper? 
will you write from Liverpool ? 'J'alk a 
great deal about virtuous poverty, the 
dignity of human nature, and a thirft 
of knowledge j tell them of the con- 
verts 
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rctis my Speeches daily procure : anct 
you, citizen, you write from Edin- 
burgh^ talk about the Scotch ir^ of 
Kberty* : for myfelf, do you know I'o* 
aflaffinatcd I* 

* Ha I ha I ha^t how, pray ^ 

' Why> the enemies of Libeny, the 
hirelings of Gpvernmeiit have (tabbed 
9% at Portfmouth. D — n it^ citizens^ 
it will be a blow up» better than a mine 
in a counterfcarp : when I get back to 
London, I may ihew myfelf for a wild 
beaft.' 

• But it won*t do/ cried Pepper; 
'• John Bull won't' be gulled fo* D — ly 
it, keep the broad way ; tell him that 
there is a mine of dormant good fenfe 

* The condu6lors of the Corrcfponding Society 
will perfedly remember the genuine letters read to < 
the fociety from places where no clubs cxifted. But 
there are fecrets in all trades* 

in;^' 
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in him, which, if not brought iiito ac- 
tion, will die with him*. Talk about 
xcyolutions, taxe«, ropes, and axes, tili 
you fet bis brains a-whirlihg, and then 
.^ou may pick his pocket with all the 
eafe in nature^* 

* Right, right, right !* fcouted Ego. 
^ But what are all thefe trifles ? When 
our clubs are properly eftabliflied wc 
ihail govern the nation, we. (hall ride 
upon the heads of the people, fuperior 
to law or human controult.* 

1 was 

* Rights of Man. 

f No man who has the fmalleft affeflion for 
.'genuine liberty would for a moment wi(h the ella<* 
lyliihment of affiliated clubs, under whatever pre- 
tence. The Jacobine chib has deluged France with 
blood. But not to mention what every one knows, 
and to iuppofe that their oftmfibte motives were 
good^ ftill they have no right to di6toe to the na- 
tion at large : and it is well known that a few 
'faring and needy men may by this coalition domi* 
neer over a ^ole people. The .words of the Em-* 

* l>cror 
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I was fo agitated with this dialogue 
between the pretended friends of liberty, 
that I ftarted up, and cried aIoud» ' Hy- 
pocrites ! will you fully the beauty of 
truth by fuch aftions ?' Will you bring 
her into difgrace with mankind ?' 

* Blood and murder!* roared out 
Citizen Ego, • where are my piilols ? 
Citizens, we are betrayed ! Let us fly ! 
The fpics of Gpvernment are come 
upon us, thick as the locufts of Egypt.* 

peror Trajan to Pliny may here be applied. When 
the latter rcquefted permiiRon to inilitute a com- 
pany of firemen, the former confented with thele 
words : " But it is to be remembered^ that this fort 
of focieties have greatly diftuibed the peace of that 
province in genera], and of thofe cities in parti- 
cular, Whatever name we give them, and for what- 
everfurpofes they may be founded, they will not 
fail to form thcmfelvei into affembliesj however 
ihort their meetings may be," So political clubs, 
for whatever purpofe indituted, will not fail in the 
end to produce anarchy, and take the reins cf 
govemnient into their own hands. 

* Adefpo- 
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* A defpotifm/ cried Pepper, * is the 
ivorft ^of ' all governments ; no man is 
fafeinhisown houfe : formerly, an En- 
glijhman*^s houfe was" his caftle; but 
fince we havfc opened the eyes of man- 
kind, we are daily more and more re- 
ilrained.* 

• Sit down, citizens,* faid the man in 
black. ' Drink away, and laugh at the 
devil : i^ was only a falfe alaroi/ 

' I won't flay another hour in the 
houfe,* cried Pepper; ^I will be off 
through this window.* 

• Who is to pay the reckoning ?* faid 

* Pugh ! What's the reckoning to us?' 
faid Pepper. « We will tell the world 
that we were purfued by the blood- 
hounds of Government, and fomebody 

- elfe will pay the fcore^ , We have been 

here 
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liere more than a week, and the bill 
will be fome pounds/ So faying, be 
gently opened the window, i ftamped 
aloud with my foot upon the floor ; ih^y 
were again alarmed ; and, not Waiting to 
look behind them» all ihree defc^hded 
dnto the lane. ; 

I raved about the fopm^ lamenting 
flie depravity of mankiiid/tiAd almdft 
4ifraid that fome of the prfncipUfs of the 
new .philofophy were erroneous : but I 
remembered that truth could not be in- 
jured by the abuTes of fome of its pro* 
feffors, except thiey were hypocriticiS 
priefts, there being ^ wide difference 
between religion and politics, * 



\ 



In the morning I found myfelf too 
ftiff to remove with' pleafure. The J 
whole inn was in an . uproar about the 
fugitives ; and the landlord configned 
all poUtitians-pell mell to the devil. To 
refrefh my fpirit^, I watked down into 
d the 



i^ gAUien, ^km I bad not ftayed 
icMig before I \wi€ rfawned by the crie^ 
of a lad, and, haftenin^ lo inqcrire the 
accident, found it the fon of the inn- 
keeper, w&o wfts fujffering a fevere fia- 
gflation wirfi arnr horTe»-whip; his father 
Ceemed to lay oh m vexation for hi« 
*ateMs. 

* What/, cried I, feizing him by the 
arm^ '* what are you doing? What has 
the poor lad done ?' 

* What ril murder him for if he re- 
peats/ anfwered the angry innkeeper: 
* he has been robbing an orchard, and 
will bring himfelf to the gallows/ 

^ But you fliould advife him-^-yoa 
^ould convince him of his error by 
reatfon and argument^ and not ufe coer- 
cion/ 

* I don*! Imow whdt jrou mean b/ 
Vqu I. F coercion ?' 
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coercion?* faid he: but I have already 
fufBciendy talked to him^ and now hia 
hide (hall fuffer/ 

« You are wrong; all coercion is 
wrong,* cried I : * at this moment your 
fon feels a fenfe of infult and injury ; 
he feels himfelf right,, and that you are 
a tyrant*.* 

* Who are you ?' demanded the inn- 
keeper. • D — ^n me if I don't think 
you are a partner with thofe that bilked 
the reckoning, and go about the country 
teaching children difobedience, and the 
poor people to knock the rich on the 
head for feeding them/ 

« Softly/ faid I : * if you had ever 
heard the mythological Stupeo, you 
would have thought differently. The 
rich plunder you, tax you, and driye 
you.* 

• EoiitlcalJufticc. 

•That's 
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^^ -^ That's as bouncing a lie as ever 

vas uttered/ faid he bluntjy : V we 

: - don't plunder them to be fure, becaufe 

^ its all in the way of buffnefs, but we tax 

them pretty foundly^ and my oMer 

drives them.'. 

» . • * ■ * 

« You don't comprehend/ faid I : '* I 
^ fpeak of political evils/ 



• What have I to do with politics?' 

faid he. Let every man mind his own 

bufinefs,. and I'll be bound for it the 

nation will run very well. Why now, 

there's a canting fet of mealy-mouthed 

% '^ vagabonds, preaching up rebellion and 

fetting people by the ears, and what 

good comes on it? Why, the minifter, 

^y to keep his feat, pulls the reins the 

^ tighter, and the fteady horfe is pinched 

* * for the reflivenefs of his companion/ 



i 



I 



* But/ faid I, * chefe are only partial 

evils; we ought to confider the good 

Fa of 
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of Ac 'whole, md the benefit WBiikmd 
will receive** 

< Benefit ! vAa^ to talk politics wihea 
iheir families are ftarving, and alKMit 
the Rights of Man when they are 
drinking their children's maintenance^ 
and about clodaring the megt^oes of Afri- 
ca, when their own fannly is in Tags<» 
I tell ye, matter, I Ve feen enough of 
thefe here rmten politics in my afc« 
room.' 

I found 'hi€ concepticms fo grofsaaul 
ftopid, that I 'detfermiincd to xeKratiniio 
longer under his roof ^ and, tbeiagh I 
could Ibarcely walk, I iooka ftlaots in 9 
ftag^-coach for London. 



i 
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CHAPTER V. 



THE VAGAB.OND MEEtS WttH VARI*- 
OUS ADVENTURES A DUEL IM 

THE Republican style* 

XN the ftage were tw^ female p^Qeih- 
gers/ a young mail Wei) drefied^ and 
two perfons wiik th« appearance of fub^ 
ftantial tradefmen* 

/ WeH^ Mr. Adams/ faidoneof the 
tradefmen, as Voon a^ the ftage had 
cleared the town, * Is there any news 
fhom lidnddn ? Have the ^riottrs In St. 
Gtiorges Fields difperfed yet ?^ 

Fa ^ Difperfed t 
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* Difpcrfed ! No,* cried Adams^ • nor 
I hope ever will, till they have cut up 
popery root and branch, and eftabliflied 
liberty/ 

* So you would eftablifli liberty by 
religious perfecution? That would be 
like the Americans fighting for freedom 
with one h^nd, and rattleing the whip 
over their flaves with the other/ 

* You and I never agree, Mafter 
Ketchup ; you have read fo little, that 
you are quite ignorant of all the wheels 
within wheels that fet the gr^at crane 
iof government in motion/ I 

* I never heard that government was 
like a crane,* faid the young gentleman ; 

* Pray, how may that be ?* ^ 

* Why, it lifts heavy brains into the 
cockloft of honour,* retorted Adams^ 
with a loud laugh. < You thought, I 

fuppofe. 
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fuppoie, you had caagbt a green one : 
it ig not for ignorant people to talk po- 
litics/ 



> - 



* You are right, my friend/ replied 
the young gentleman ; * and I can give 
you another fimile: — government is like 
a crane^ becaufe it lifts all the rafcals it 
catches out of this world/ 

• Gentlemen/ faid I, * this is idle 
punning, and beneath the difcuiSon of 
men who think on the glorious dawn of 
liberty that is breaking from the fliores 
of America. 

• And blazing in the deftru£kion of 
houfes in London/ faid Ketchup. * I 
have, however, little doubt yet, but we 
(hall be able to reduce the Americans 
to obedience,* 

* Never^' cried Adams, * never : the 
French will pour in troops upon Canada 

E 4 from 



from tfae BrIisc •; and I had it as. 1( pn- 
v««f &&; ^atdie^itferc at ihb momttU:. 
marching from the Spanifli fettleoients 
in South America, and intended to take - 
<M»r EliadtMii^s^Bay fedory ii» their route» 
and. to* rain 4Mr N^wfouadiaiid&fliierjE^^. 
Thea, what (hall wtr do ficir ivharlcu 
boiie And lamp oil? The ftrceti^ of Lofi^ 

^ A pofhnailer*s fon at Louvain, of the name 
ofWolfe, whofe intelle6b were deranged^ had for 
miiny year* imagined him^lf to be a prmcr. A& 
hi» madiieft was hartn]e&» hi&fi-iendB di^mt-ctaiH 
ftie himj and h« uied to iign his nawe t|be Priactt 
de Wolfe^ and to w.ear flarsr and ribbons q£ differest 
orders. This Prince wrote a letter to the AJfemhly, 
teltifying his admiration of the wifElom and philo-' 
fophy of their decrees^ and promifing to imitate fb 
gneat and good ad example in hboiiim^ tecdtiirieff.-— 
/Ih6 letter wasreceiredf and i«a4 with etithufiatei 
in the AiTembly^ and the prefident was ordered to 
write an anfwer to tl^e Prince de Wolfe. 

One wo^ild be apt to think the ignorance of the 
twelfth century was returned, when the geography 
of Brabant was unknown in France. 

Playfair's Hiflory of Jacobinifm^ page 346. 

don 
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^loa Mfill be invoilve^ in diarkiiefis» and 
I fb^U nev^ go tQ ^Mib without loado<it 
piftols.* 

^ Be «ot alarnred/ ftid tho J^ouog. 
gentkim% Uughing at the geogi^phical^ 
error, which W3^* a ipere trifle \ they 
9^vcr will do it. There ia newa ar^ 
nve4 within the Uft twenty4bur hour^» 
t^l t(he wl^le . expedition ha^ beeii^ 
Vfi^ked upon the fl^ts^ off the coaft 
of HfMIOver. 

♦ Indeed/ cried Adams, * I laifient 
H from my foul ; but I hope yet that 
liberty will prpfper. If ihey would 
Iftk^ niy way, they would run , no dan^ 
ger of thefe horrid tempefts. ^ut pcoj- 
pie in office are always too proud to* 
tajke Advice from tbo& who are in low 
fitua^iooi^ or they might liiicn ahA 
learn** 

F5 5 Well,' 
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< Well/ faid the youth, • let us hear 
your advice^ if it he no great fecret.' 

•Why; tiow, this is it, and can any 
thing be i^tea^rer? — Is not France a con- 
tinent? and is not America a- conti- 
nent ? and is not a continent, ais John- 
fon*s Dictionary fays, land not disjoined 
by the fea from other lands? What 
then (houldprevent them marching over 
land to the relief of the Americans ? 
We hear every day of journies by land 
to the £aft-Indies, and America is not 
half fo far. 

'.' > • ' 

* Did you ever look at the map of 
the world?' faid the youth : ' you would 
Jihen fee a trifling objeflion.* 

• IMl bet you a bottle,* cried Adants^ 
.• it is fo in Johnfon's Didionary, and 
that's the beft book of the fort/ 

I fat 
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I fat in fonie little pain for the well- 
Hieaning Adams>^ who Teemed to hav^ 
a clear fenfe of truth, and reafon>;L and 
^hat after all does it fignify to know 
the relative lituation. of cpuntrieSi- it 
pnly conduces to extended oppreQionv 
Had Alexander known of China> he 
vould not have lamented the want o£ 
ether worlds to deftroy.. . 

*Mr. Adams/ (aid I, *^you feem a; 
man of a true mind, and fo far as you 
wilh the Americans fuccefs in the caufe 
of univerfal man> I honour y.oaj and 
were the profound politician Stupeo here,, 
he would prefs you to his bofom as a 
brother of the human race. But, my 
dear friend, when Ihall we fee an end 
of this deteftable butchery of our fpe- 
cies ? When fhall we ceafe to worry and 
devour each other ?* 

* In a republic/ faid Adams, * no 

man has an inclination to quarrel — ^war 

F 6 always 
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sTwayff originates from kings. If there 
were no kir^g9> there would be no 

wars.? • • 

• I am thred of this eternal babble/ 
feid the young gentleman. • I abhor 
war ffom my foirl as much a« ^ttry ma» j 
but i»it pofiibte mankind can %& ^Hjie^ 
to fo -glaring a lie? What wcWlbe 
fi^ublics of Greece and Rome, but a 
company of banditti, who over.ra» 
sU the countries which could, not op* 
pofc them ? Thefe very Romans pre- 
tended to emancipate the people they 
went to conquer; yet, when they had 
reduced them to the ftat'e of, dependent 
proviVices^ fo heavy were the taxes they 
impofed, that Rollin informs us in the 
tenth volume of his hiftoT3', page ^3^» 
that the people of Afia frequently fold 
their children of both fexes to pay thefe 
republicans for procuring them free- 
dom. What were the fo much boafted 
Spartans? who were too imperious to 

till 
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uil th« ground} and had all things in 
equality. Were thejr not worfe thain 
the moft cruel defpot thai ever breathed^ 
to a whole people, whom they com- 
pelled to every fervile em^y ? What 
^ere the refined Athenians, but a com«' 
paay of boxers and prize-fighters, on 
a par with our potters and draymen ?^ 
Bitt let us look cooUy into the fubje&, 
and we fliall find, whatever be the often* , 
fible reafon, all forts of governmems^ 
and all the tribes of the earth have ever 
engaged in war. 

' You are right,' returned I. • Man«- 
kind has hitherto been in a ftate of 
childhood, but the new philofophy will 
teach them to go without leading- 
ftrii!igs. Stupeo has dernQoArated, that 
when men are fuffkiently enlightened, 
their chains will drop off as by magic ; 
every man will hail his fellow as his 
brother, and the copper^coloured In*, 
(tian will-claTp in his arms the white 

European, 
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^ European. Can any heart not beat witk 
rapture at the idea ? Can any mind rjefift 
the torrent of omnipotent truth ?' 

' Your ideas are very flrange, I muft 
confefs/ faid he, * but they are morally 
imprafticable. If you deftroy the arts, 
and return to pure nature, how will you 
teach men the new philofophy? How 
will you prevent them finking into bac^ 
barous ignorance ?' 

• That is not my bufinefs/ faid I, * it 
is the greateft good we are to prefer, and 
ifiot to be flaggered by apparent and tri- 
fling evils.* 

♦ Yon are as far wrongs my" dear Sir/ 
faid he, * in true maxims of political juw 
rifprudence, as this learned gentleman 
is in his knowledge of geography. One 
thin^ let mc however obferve^ and I 
have done. When we fee the infinitude 
of principles and ideas on fubjeQs o£ re> 

ligion. 
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ligion an4 politics, pught we hot to be 
careful how we deftroy all the eftabliih- 
merits which time has fanftified ?' 

« Truth/ cried I, « cannot admit of 
error : alter it, and transform it as you 
will, it is fiill in its eifence the fame ; 
and the divine Stupeo " 

• Was for aught I fee/ interrupted 
he peeviftily, I an arrant fool/ 

I faw it was in vain to attempt re- 
claiming bigotry and prejudice fo firmly 
eftabliflied, and I attached myfelf to 
Adams, who fecmed to hav£ made fome 
progrefs in real knowledge. 

After dinner, we were proceeding 

• over a fine cultivated track of country, 

and paffed by feveral weather-beaten and 

aged countrymen, who were mending 

an hedge. 

•See/ 



*Sce/ cried Adam5, •the eflfeEb of 
arifiocmc)r and \nxmy. It is froixi^ 
thence 'all the mi&ries of the poar dtxik^ 
Why is one man to wallow in wealth, 
Htfhile another i$ iabourir^ in an hedge 
jbr a fcanty exiftence? No man c^Ui 
give a reafan for thia/ 

* Would reafons convince you,* faid 
the youiig man, * I would e^deavwr to 
give you them, for I afi grieved to fee 
any entertain fuch ftrange doftrines. — 
Luxury is a vulgar phrafe for every 
thing pofleflfed by another of which we- 
could make ufe ; but in reality it is like 
the manure to the grouRd, ^rbich caufcs 
every thing to bring forth double in- 
creafe ; it gives invention to the inge- 
^iou»« it (bikrs arts and-fcienee^ it em- 
ploys the m^cbanit, the fhopkeeper, and 
the merchant; without luxui^y, none qf 
thefe could meet employ.*' 

^ But the lands would- feed all who 

dwelt 
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w«fte tbehr health in the noxioiss. iumeoi 
dF variotts proceffcs, and^ Ae peo« would 
feare kfs to dcK* 

* It is true, the ground would feed all 
who cultivated it r but if w« infer from 
h6^, we Ihall univerr^ltf find agrkud- 
fure keeping pace with what we call 
luxufy. You wUt fiiid, that though: on 
ceJculdiling upon paper^ this country of 
England, if cultiviated IdJce a gacden^ 
would feed thrice the tmmber of rnhak* 
bkanh it containsj yet, ^n^tunately 
for political romances, the peo^ would 
itievTtaUy diminifb, and a p66F halfii 
ftarvcd fyftem of huJbandry iia&llibly 
enfue.. It is by calling forth variety of 
itivcnttons, giving employmtint to all 
kinds of genius, that every thing is urged 
to perfcftion, and the multipJicatio» of 
mankind forwarded/ 

* But virtue and talents/ faid I, *do 
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not meet their rewards, while vice ridej^ 
triumphant : you furely cannot fay that 
is politically right ? Why (hould a maa 
be defpifed becaufe in a mean garb? 
And why are riches alone honoured P' 

• For this reafonj — riches are only 
the means of gratifying our defires, and 
increafing our conveniences. A wife 
man, and a man of genius will endea* 
vour to do fo by laudable means. In 
the prefent conftituUon of fociety, it is 
in the power of every man ppfTefling 
real abilities to rife to a ftatipn equal to 
thofe abilities; and therefore we re-i 
yprepce the exteriors of wealth, tacitly^ 
beftowing it upon all the pofTefTors, be-» 
caufe indifcriminate intercourfe will not 
admit of time to diftinguifh the truly 
worthy. It is rare, very rare, to find a 
jnan of genius in a wretched fituation, 
without having brought himfelf fo by 
imprudence ; but it is by no means rare 
fp find thofe, whofe felf-love has taught 

them 
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them a wrong value to tbeir abilities^ an4 
who, therefore, repine at the fuccefs of 
others^ and their own failure^ as the 
greateft injuftice; and originating in a 
depraved government^ and a profligate 
generation,* 

I was extremely chagrined that the 
fophifms of this youth Chould pafs uiv* 
refutefl, for his arguments and volubility 
had fo confufed my fenfes^ that I did not 
jrecollea; any retort, and nothing can be 
more fliocking than to lofe the laft reply 
in an argument. 

The finenefs of the road invited the 
coachman to drive forward with celerity. 
'The poorbeafts,* faid the gentleman, 
• feel for our riding at our eafe. I am 
aftonilhed any of our modern nervous 
philofophers make ufe of carriages.* 

• Why,' cried Adarps, * what iarc the 
beafts to us ? They want human under* 

{landing 
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ftandmg td free tftetnfelveij^ Let xxs fitft 
emancipate man, and then Tve fliall hot 
need the aid of anhnak.* 

At that ftidmcntthe coach overfet in 
a waggon rut ; and feveral countryhietl 
came from their labour, in a neighboufr 
ing ficlcJ, to affift to right it. Fortu- 
nately' tione Mfctt hiirt; but Adatti* 
jbatch^iig up a whip; made at the toaeh-^. 
taan, eurfing J^im for a carcJefs ftou'n-* 
drel. ^ Who the devil are ybtt,* cried 
ihe Coachman, • thit give yourfelf faA 
airs?* — ^^ And who are you,* cried A- 
dams, 'aloufy^ flupid, drunken coach- 
man, with nbt half the fenfe of your 
beatts. Vi\ enter ^n a£kioh againft you. 
Sirrah. What am J( ? a gentfema«, a 
citizen, and houfeteeper, tb run th6 
danger of having my rteck feroken by 
youi^ 

• Pfeace, friend/ {k\d ^he youth, 'you 
have forgot that you are ufurplng all the 

aira 



^mof .^^i^iousi^nftocracy; corner aud 
help to right the cai;xj^Cf ^ 

* I help to right the t^oachJ dix^ my 

yomiwftakfi ««?.• 

^ I xl|o^ jincleed/ £aid the youths ' But 
what riight have yx^ tq be e)ftempted 
more tha^ your fellow tnen ? If there 
was a revolutian toj^inorrow, your lot 
wouldl)e a plonghmaB.* So faying, he 
turned indignantly away, and helped the 
peafants to replace ihe coach, I being 
engaged m comforting the Women^ who, 
wcrp very much frightened. 

It wa^s difcovered that one of the 
wheels wer*e broken, and the next inn 
a( the diftance of forae miles. The 
countrymen finding (hey could render 
us np more fervice, begged fomething 
to ddnk.-r* Come,* faid the :youth to 
Adams, * you would not work yourfelf, 

let 
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kt U8 fee jnour gencrbfity in rewarding 
the labour of others.^ 

* For what ?* Jaid Adams. « It is the 
duty of every man to help his fellow 
men; in h&, thofe in diftrefs have a 
right to demand it. To reward a man 
for doing his duty is unjuft, becaufe it 
is a bribe to do what ought to be done : 
befide, the money may be wanted to 
fome aft of charity^ and the greateft 
good is always to be preferred.' 

• You are right/ faid I, * in theory^ 
but the prefent ftate of things frequently 
infringe upon political juftice: for in- 
ftance, I employ a workman to make 
me a fet of chairs, for which I appro* 
priate ten pounds ; this man is rich, and 
another who is poor, comes and tells 
me his cafe; political juftice commands 
me to give the ten pounds to the poor 
man^ and let the other go without/ 

Mprofiefs,* 
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* I profefs/ faid the youth, • that is a 
moft admirable argument ; no wonder fd 
many are enamoured of the nevr polU 
tical juftice/ 

The aflFair of the countrymen being 
fettled, by the youth giving them a 
crown to drink his health, we were pro- 
ceeding towards the inn in full caval- 
cade, when a poft-chaife driving up with 
a fingle gentleman, he ordered the dri. 
ver to flop, and calling to the youth — 
• My Lord,* faid he, * is it you ? What 
in the world are you now upon ? Some 
frolic;^ I foppofe ?* 

* My dear friend,' replied the young 
gentleman, * this rs a fortunate meeting, 
a little accident has happened to our ye- 
hicte, and I will trouble you for alift.' 

•Upon my foul,' faid Adams, bow- 
ing profoundly, * I humbly beg your 
pardon^ iny Laid, I hope nothing I have 

faid 



&id mil prejudice your Lorx}Aap; and 
if yoH will honour xn^ by tak'it^ odc qf 
xny cardfi^ na onan in ^ tnde {hall .u£b 
you better.* 

I ^«« CQiifpHfidec} at this ahjf^^on 
of jbul, and walked fprwa^d witboi^Ht 
taking the ifmalledO: notice of tbc yavu3g 
mibleniaaii.~-Tbi(i>is aAra^ge wor^ld, iaid 
i to isyielf i and it is pUifi^ a^ >Stupeo 
faid, ^at )balf maffikind ai»e fooU .9nd 
ilavcs to ecfuimerq^^ with 9II its train of 
fell^fii affeSipris. * Poor Adams has a 
^eak foul, he fees clearly wljat is xight, 
he feels the invigorating rays of timth^ 
but his habits of trade drag him from the 
daring he^ght^ aud fink him again into 
all the prejudices aua/ched to prqpeacty. 

The inn where the ftcjge, was to ftop 
was not the general rout for the ftages ; 
jwid it.beiiig ordy three in the afternoon, 
I determined to proceed on foot withaut 
waiting for the^coacfam^n^ "wbom I bad 
3 not 
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not paid foi: my journey (but that was 
nothing) ; I was not to be prevented by 
prejudice and commonlplace rules from 
following that free-will, which I pof- 
.fcfled in my breads for thediredion of 
my anions. 

I ftill felt the pains of my bruifes, 
and walked forward flowly, admiring 
the beauty of the country, and reading 
the grdat book of Nature. I fell into 
a profound trance, and^egan to. doubt 
my own exiftence^ which is very necef- 
fary, according to all philofophers, as we 
thence proceed in fynthetic order to 
ereft hyppthefis as upon a bafe. The 
fafhionable Hume doubted whether he 
thought he exifted; but I went farther, 
I doubted whether I doubted that I. 
thought I did not exift, and from thence 
proceeding to eftablifb the axiom, Ca- 
gitas ergo fum, 1 think therefore I am. 
I began' to think that I did not think,/ 
that I thought at all, when I was awaken- 

VoL. I. G cd 
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ed by the found of fevcral voices ; and 
looking up, I perceived xoming along 
;theroad a man on horfeback^ with fe- 
veral peopk furrounding him ; one held 
jhe reins, and two others, with con- 
ilables (laves, held him on each fide« 

A fight fo ftiockingly fliameful to hu- 
man nature, and the natural freedom of 
man, aroufed me to attempt fome npbLe 
exploit. I darted forward, and bran- 
difhing my cudgel — * What right,' cried 
I, ^have you to imprifon your fellow 
man ? This is a fhameful abufe of power, 
it is all fociety hunting down an unfor- 
tunate individual, who has ten thoufand 
chances againft him, efpecially if brought 
to trial *.' 

* He is an highwayman and a mur- 
derer,' replied feveral, * and you look 
like a madman." 

* Godwin* 

•That 
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• That is nothing to the purpofe/ cried 
I, kindling into patriotic frenzy, at re- 
colle£ting fome of the arguments of the 
gresit Stupeo, and th^ . ^naxims of poli- 
tical juftice, * Tl^e man who profefles 
himfelf ready to comiQit murder, feems 
to bf icarcely a lels dangerous member 
of fociety than he, who haviijg already 
committed murder, has no apparent in-t 
tentipn to repeat bis oflF<^ce ^,:^llp1cf$ 
this man appeared ready, and in a fitua*- 
tibn to repeat his offence,' poKticJil juf- 
tice requires him to be left at bis own 
difcretion* He is no more liMy to. re- 
peat the cribie tbaa jsiny man here, for 
aught you can tell ; and no mw PUght 
to be deprived of his Kberty OA-prc- 
fumption.' ( > :i.... 

' Pelt thcT madman,' cried feveral 
clowns, ' 'Whoevier beard fuch non- 
fcnfe ? A murderer is hot to be punifh- 

• Godwin** Political Juftice, page 761, 
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ed for committing the crime, tut ap- 
pearing ready to commit it.' , 

- * Certainly/ cried I, * could you hear 
the mythological, metaphyfical, philo- 
fophical Stuped, you would not hefitate 
a moment bowing before almighty truth 
and moral Hght ; but if you are like 
ftupid bedft^, deaf to the voice of rcafon 
I infift that yoil liberate the prifoner." 

So faying, I feized the bridle from the 
ms^n who held it, and the highwayman 
flicking his fpurs in Ae beaft, rode over 
the conftable, and V/ould have gained 
bis liberty, had not a fturdy clown le- 
velled a ftone at his head, which brought 
him over his horfe. I was feized by (e- 
veral at once, and notwithftanding a 
ftout refiftance, I was dragged like a 
{lave, and foiled againft m^ will into an 
inn upon the road. 

Are tbefe the laws, the deteftable 

maxinfs 
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maxims of focictjrf cried I, Am I to be 
confined here as a prifoner of ftate, for 
attempting to refcue an injured man 
'from the tyranny of the law? O thajt^ 
the glorious day were come, when every 
man (hall aft from the divine impulfes of 
bis will, and reafon and liberty be ac« 
knowledged as the preiiding deities. 

While I was exclaiming to my felf, a 
conft^ble entered^ and. informed me, that 
as I was deemed either intoxicated «or 
touched in the head, it had been agreed, 
that on my paying five pounds as a com- 
penfation to thofe I had wounded, they 
would not enter an aflion againft me, 
otherwife 1 fliould be fent to the county 
gaol for attempting a refcue. 

* Society,* cried I, • I detefl thy bar- 
barou.s maxims and rights: what times! 
what <:ountry is this t where a ftian (hall 
be imprifoned for an aft of moral virtue 
in the eye of political juflice, and be ob- 
G a liged 
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liged to pay for his liberty ? Dear, dear 
liberty! what are five pouwds to thee? 
Here, take the money, and permit me 
to fly from the whole herd of mankind. 
O, my dear Stupeo, would that I could 
difcover thy retreat ; fome philofophic 
retirement conceals the brightrtefs of thy 
genius from mankind/ 

* There is a return chaife for London 
at % the door,* faid one of the waiters^ 
' are you going that way ?' 

^ Any way,' faid I ; and following 
him, I entered the chaife, and was driven 
rapidly towards London. 

I always make it a rule to read the 
great book of Nature, and pbilofophife 
as I go along the road ; and I could not 
4>ut be delighted to fee the great book 
bound in green, with variegated edges 
of trees and flowers. Now, thought I, 
is this chaife an idea or a reality ; I can- 
not 
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not prove it by argument to be real, it is 
therefore an idea, a whirling idea: now 
I have a very ftrong impreffion of this 
whirling idea ; I wonder if I was to ttep 
dut into what feems an highway to my 
eyes (but which may be in faQ the Red 
Sea), 1 fhould ftill continue whirling to 
London. This Was ^ very metaphyfical 
problem, whicK nobody but the fafliion- 
ahle Hume, the conundrumic Berkely, 
or the great Stupeo could r.efolve. 

The cries of No Popery roufed my 
attention, and I perceived we were en- 
tering the metropolis. No Popery was 
written upon every houfe, and a parcel 
of ragged fellows, with No Popery chalk- 
ed upon their hats, flopped the chaife, 
and demanded money. 

* For what ?* faid I, * I don't care 

any thing about Popery ; a wife man 

will have no religipn at all, becaufe the 

prejudices and narrow principles of re- 

G 4 ligious 
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ligious feds will .prevent bis mind ex- 
, panding to the broad beams of truth/ 

• No gammon !— Tip us the gmb I' 
cried feveral greafy fellows. * He's a 
Popery ;man ! a Roman Catholic ! and 
an enemy to the church!' roared out 
others, while the words * Go it! go it I* 
founded around me, and a (hower of 
,mud and (tones nearly overwhelmed me, 
fmalhing the glafs of the chaife, and al- 
moft knocking down the driver. 

* You are a fet of rafcally cowards/ 
cried I : * will any man of you fight me : 
I will die ia the caufe of freedom/-^A 
ring! a ring! was (houted and formed; 
and ftripping off my coat and hat, I 

' threw them into the chaife, which drove 
away from the fury of the mob. 

There is fomething genei;ous in a 
mob; we there fee the fird germ of 
juftice, generofity, and magnanimity; 
we fee that a g^iant of a ipan fhall not be 

allowed 
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allowed to annihilate a little one, 'Tis 
true, that the love of novelty often ih- 
dines them to promote a quarrel where 
it might be reconciled: but no man 
{hould be afliamed to box in a juR caufe, 
efpecially if he remembers" the value of 
the pugiliftic fcience at Athens and Spar- 
ta : and why, becaufe I am better dre (Ted 
fliould I refufe to enter the ring with a 
dirty ant agonift, whom t may have in- 
jured ? Whoever has read the novels of 
a very great dramatift, muft be (truck 
with the beauties of boxing; an art, 
which I hope will fuperfede the ufe of 
piftols between jealous lovers and in- 
jured hulbands. 

A champion being found, he came 
forward with an afpeft horridly fero- 
cious. He was a great-boned I rifliman, 
and all the vile paffions of human na- 
ture were written in hi?:.^ountenance. 
His favage appearance inclined the mob 
in my favour, who uttered a long roar 
G 5 of 
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of applaufe when^ I intrepidly deter- 
mined to ftand the conteft. I bad taken 
feveral leffbns at ColFege, and knew the 
mod fcientific motions^ fo that the dif- 
ference was not very great, and ve im- 
mediately fell to *. 

After fix or feven rounds I tnarked 
an opening in his right guard, and with 
a well-placed fide ftroke, cot a long rip 
in his forehead, from whence the blood 
fUeamed into his eyes, nearly blinding 
him, at which the mob (who are always 
generous) roared with a tumult of ad- 
miration and pleafure. I now had con<* 
fiderable advantage, and though I ha(l 
three teeth jammed into my mouth,- 1 
broke one of his ribs, and levelled him 

* See the elegant reafons for boilng in Anna St 
Ivea and Hugh Trevor : two Novels, which the 
democratic Reviews hold up as famplcs g£ virtue 
and morality. Ti». true, if blafphcmy and curfes 
are virtue and'morality, thefe ofisprings of the new 
fchool have an ample claim. 

with 
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with a full blow upon the ground, where 
he turned black in the face, and was left 
for dead* 

A hackney coach was inftantly prefled 
into my fervice, and I was condufted by 
the mob in triumph to a public-houfe, 
where they drank themfelves half drunk 
in the joy of my having conquered. 

Though I had at firft been in con-> 
fiderable danger of being murdered, yet 
my fubfequent valour had rendered me 
dear to them all ; fo true is it, that pure 
human nature can difcern truth wheit 
it defcends to the level of their own 
ideas. 

I was here cleared of gore, and re- 
freflied with fome cordials. I had lod 
my coat and hat, and had not paid the 
chaife, which I kqew not where to find ; 
but tbefe were mere partial evils. .A 
G Q generous 
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generous blackfniith accomihodated me 
mth a coat, and a butcher infifted I 
Ihould take his red and blue cap for 
love, for he had never feen a better 
cock in his. life, as tough as buU-beef. 
My drefs was completed by a pair of 
trowfers^ and a large cockade of blue 
ribbon. 

It was now near eight o*clock. The 
mob who were drinking in the ftreet were 
more than a thoufand ftrong, and the 
{houts and vociferations of No Popery ! 
Lord George Gordon for ever! rent 
the air. 

A man, dreffed like a chimney-fweep- 
tr, with No Popery gilt on a blue rib* 
bon round his hat, came familiarly up 
to me, and taking me by the hand, led 
me into a corner of the robm. — ' Are 
you engaged ?' faid he. — »* No,' I re- 
plied, ' I know of no engagement.* — ' 

I beg 
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I beg pardon/ he returned, ' I thought, 
by the clothes you weair underneath, you 
were one of us.' 

* I am alwavs for the greateft good,* 
I replied ; * in feeking a niagnificent ob- 
jeft, we are not to regard the means.* 

At thefe words he^ clafped his arms 
round me, nearly fmothering me with' 
foot. — * I know,* faid he, * you are a 
man of education — all London will 
(hortly be in flames, and the caufe of 
mankind will be fuccefsful. We have 
caft afide prejudices and human frailties; 
it is neceflary in the great labour of a 
revolution. We have at our command 
fome thoufand infurgents, who, with a 
httle more difcipline, may be brought 
to face the regulars, and then defpotifm 
will tumble with a tremendous crafti; 
the very elarth will be fplit by its fall, 
and the gulph of hell yawn and fwallow 
it up.' 

• O glo- 
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«0 glorious!' faid I, *thcn the great 
day is dawning. But what are thofe 
crfes of No Popery ?• 

' It is our watch-word. The igno- 
rant believe they are fighting for reli- 
gion, but we guide them and direGt 
where the ftorm fhall fall. The paffions 
of men muft be raifed, their rational 
feiifes mull be confounded with terriBc 
reports, before the mafs can be roufed ; 
but there are always a fu£5cient number 
of profligates and vagabonds to join in 
with any thing. — You appear one of the 
true men ; you will be a great man in 
the new fyftem of things. At this mo- 
ment the mob are plundering Newgate ; 
I am wanted in another place ; I beg 
you will direft the mob to Snow^-hill, 
for I. am certain you may lead them 
any >vhere. I have ftudied the mobs of 
different nations, and they are all alike. 
Go then and profper.* 

I was 
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I was on fire at the glorious idea of 
emancipating the vidims of tyranny and 
.oppreffion, of opening the cells to the 
heart-(ick offender, who could not hope 
any redrefs from thofe laws which con- 
demned him. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VI. ^ 



THE VAGABOND ACHIFVES SEVERAL 
NOBLfe EXPLOITS — AN UNEXPECTED 
I^KETING IN THE CELLS OF NEW- 
GATE A SLIGHT IDEA OF A REVO- 
LUTION. 

A Defcended amongll the mob, and 
grarping a pole with blue colours, and 
the words No Popery infcribcd upon it— 
^ « Let us go,* cried I, 'my dear boys. 
No Popery ! Lord George Gordon for 
ever !' A loud and repeated huzza rent 
the air, and the prodigious mafe of 
people preffed after me towards New- , 

gate. 
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gate. I was aftoniChed in myfelf at the 
change of my fortune : I had but /^n 
hour before been in danger of being 
fioned by' the very mob that, under my 
commands^ would have made no fcruple 
of fetting London on fire But fuch is 
always the reward of great talents in 
moments of popular commotion ; it is 
then great men are brought forward from 
obfcurity. 

/ Thoufands were already aflembled be- 
fore the auguft depafit. of trembling 
vidlims : our reinforcement was receiv- 
ed with the triumphant ihouting of the 
patriotic bands, who felt the energy of 
liberty pulfating in every artery: The 
air wa.s crimfoned with the flames of the. 
jailor's houfe, and his furniture wascaft 
into a bonfire, which fparkled in my 
eyes like an offering to. the Gpddefs of 
Reafon, or like that glorious flame which 
confumed all bonds and engagements 

wheq 
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when equality was eftabli(hed by Lycur- 
gus at Sparta. 

I haftened ta fecond the attack upot> 
this grand fortrcfs, by leading my fol- 
lowers into Newgate-ftreet, where, with 
fledge hammers, crows, and iron palli— 
fadocs^ we foon broke an entrance into 
thefe deteftable abodes, where the poop 
criminals were panting for freedomv 
With an high ladder, and in the fight of 
thoufands, I fcaled the lofty walls, ex-- 
ulting as I rofe at the glorious profpeOf 
before us, and waving my colours as a 
trophy of conqueft. 

We foon penetrated into the wards of . 
this almoft impenetrable building, which 
fliort-fighted politicians might have fup- 
pofed capable of rfepulfing afi invading 
army: but the energies of the people 
are unrefiftible when determined on 
emancipation, and unofpofcd.. 

Fice- 
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Fire-balls and fire-brands foon fet the 
timbers in flames. I ran from one v/ard 
to the next^ and from cell to cell« foundl- 
ing the ^tidings of liberty, and receiving 
a thoufand bleffings from thofe tongues 
\^hich had too often been turned to 
curfea and execrations. Pickpockets^ 
cut-purfes, fhop-lifters, and felons of 
every denomination, hailed the dawn of 
returning freedom, and fprang forward 
to a glorious confumroation, helping us 
to deftroy this dreadful tomb to all who 
defpife the laws, and claim the natural 
privilege of dividing property. 

The flames raged and ran with rapiu 
dity among the thick oak planking, which 
cracked with the noife of thunder; the 
fmoke and heat was nearly fufFocating, 
and many in their over eagernefs to clear 
the dungeons, fell martyrs in the glorious 
caufe. In a cell which I had nearly 
overlooked,. I. found a miferable wretch 
half naked upon the ground. I had 

broke 
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broke open his door vrith an iron crow, 
and thefirft objcS he faw was a trcmen-. 
dous blaze of light, which proceeded 
from the oppofitc wainfcot on fire. He 
had long heard the (bouts .of eitulting 
thoufands, and the burftings of the fire. 

* Heaven and earth/ cried he^ * is the 
day of judgment come ? Or have I funk 
alive i-nto hell ? Are you a fiend ?* faid 
he, ftaring wildly, and ftarting from me, 

* Are you come to^ pitch- me into ever-' 
lading flames ?• 

To fay truths my )Sgure was not a little 
hideous, for I was covered with all forts 
of dirt, fwelled in my face from the dif- 
ferent bruifes I had received, and ftreak^ 
ed with blood from a cut in my head by, 
-the falling of a plank: but how was I 
aftoniihed to perceive by the light of 
the fire, the great Stupeo, the won* 
derful philofopher, in chains. 

• Exult,' cried I, ' you are revenged, 

my 



. THE VAGABOND. I4I 

my mafter, my tutor, liberty has reared 
her ftandard on thefe walls, and the fa- 
bric of felfifli tyranny is tumbling about 
bur *ears. Hafte, get thefe kons off, 
and join in the noble caiife of liberty 
andman/ 

iStupco immediately ftarted up, utter- 
ing incoherent expreffions of joy^ I 
hurried him from the chamber of his 
Audies into the prefs-yard, where his 
deieftable fetters were knocked off, and 
being xefreflied with a large goblet of 
wine from the cellars of the gaoler^ we, 
went into the ftreet to enjoy the exulta- 
tion of the furrounding multitude, and 
the moft tremendous fight that can well 
be conceived ; a fight which awed the 
military into ina£iion, and ftruck the 
magiftrates into a panic of the moft pu<» 
fillanimoilis nature : but cowardice is 
ever allied to terror, and I ftood con- 
.fidering. how beft to exert the force now 
in aQion, that the greateft blow might 

. ' be 
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ht ftruck to the prefent deteftable fyftem 
of monopolifed property:^ 

Part oF the army of patriots remained 
upon the - walls, and dancing round the 
ruins to prevent every attempt at extin* . 
guifhing the flames : the reft followed 
Stupeo and myfelf, who encouraged 
lhe»i to perfevere and be free^ The 
crowd would havedeftroyed Langdale's^ 
a large diftillers, in Holborn^ but I re^ 
prefented that this was a paltry bufinefs^ 
when we had yet to open the doors of 
fo many gaols to the liberation of our 
brethren -i bcfides, we had already near 
four hundred felons amongft us, and the 
augmentation of this force wa«. a grand 
point, for who could fight for freedom 
like thofe who had experienced its lofs? 
Or who would Jevel property like thofe 
who had nothing to lofe^ and all to gain. 

As we proceeded, every pafienger was 

flopped and plundered, and from every 

2 ^ houfe 
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lioufe was cpUeaed, two or three times 
over, confiderable contributions. I 
would have remonftrated, but a fellow, 
who h;ad been confined on a charge of 
murder, and whom I had liberated, 
fwore he would rip me ,up alive if I at* 
tempted to prevent it; and indeed; 
though tiis argument was not in the line 
df reafon, Stupeo reconcHed me to the 
practice. ^ 

^ In revolutions and public commo* 
tions,' faid he, * no man in Athens was 
allowed to * be neutral : every man who 
does not fight for us, ought to be con« 
fidered as againfl us ; and if we follow 
the new pbiiofophy, we (hould fhew no 
mercy to thofe who fupport the fyftera 
©f defpotifm *.* 

Having liberated the prifoners in 
Clerkenwell, our forces were divided 

* An article in the JacoUn Cr«e<L 

to 
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to-ob]e6ls df lefs moment. That divi'^ 
(ion ttnder our diredion proceeded to 
Lord Mansfield's j and there liberty and 
rational principles received a complete 
triumph over all regular order. .The 
mufty records of precedents^ cafes and 
law, made a fire to w^rm the people they 
had To long enflaved : I own I wifhed 
to have preferved feveral works of cu- 
riofity^ and art, but Stupeo would not 
fuffer a thing to be taken. — * Let them 
all pefifli together/ faicf he, 'we have 
yet remaining too much of art to be 
happy ; let us not ftain the caufe with 
the appearance of felBflinefs, • 

• But why then,* faid I, ^ are we to 
plunder the poor inhabitants? Surely 
it were better to fupply ourfelves from 
ftores like thefe ? 

• No/ anfwered he, * can you not 
perceive that the deftruQion of property 
muft be the grand aim; from thofe who 

have 
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have littlp we mutt take that little, and 
the hoards of affluence muft be utterly 
deflroyed." As long as one fingle cart- 
load of property remains in any country, 
thei:e will be no genuine equality.* 

From thefe ever-men^orable exploits, 
I and Stupeo, with feveral feleO; lead- 
ers, retired to an obfcure public-houfe, 
to contrive and arrange the undertakings 
of the enfuing night. I already fancied 
ixiyfelf as great as the immortal John the 
Painter. 

At our meetings feveral foreigners of 
- liberal principles * were prefent. A plan 
was propofed for organizing the body of 
the people, and urging them to throw 
olFthe yoke of dependence, and declare 
Ithemfelves free, A paper, titled. T7ie 

* The cant word for no principles but thofe of 
profligacy, irreligion, &c. 

Vol, L H Thun^ 
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Thunderer*^ was drawn up by Stupeo, 
which he hoped would kindle the glow 
of enthuGafm, and awake the people to 
their rights. 

The prifons were condemned to de- 
ftrudion, that none of our brave fol- 
lowers miglTt be deprived of their li- 
berty. The New-river water was to be 
cut off, that we might have the town 
efFe6lually at command, and compel 
thofe weak and obftinate people who 
were afraid of joining our ftandard^ The 
Mufeum we fixed upon as a good depo- 
fit for {lores after all that trumpery 
fhould be burnt, which gives edge to a 
childifli employment of time. The tolU 
houfes on the bridge we condemned, 
becaufe bridges ought to be built witb- 
put. fubjefting individuals to expence. 
Tbt' Kaft-India warehoufes and the Cuf- 

* See the Political Magazine for 1780. 

torn- 
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tom-fioufe we confidered as large lum- 
ber rooms for monopoHGng properly that 
belonged to every body. 

' The Tower and the Bank were two 
grand objefts, behind which we could 
entrench in defiance of the troops which 
-were drawing towards the town from 
every quarter; and indeed our plans 
-were too extenfive and grand for me to 
detail in minutiae. 

In the attack upon the Bank I was 
feverely wounded in the hand by a 
mufket buHet, for there the foldiers re- 
covered their thirft for blood, and fired 
upon the innocent people, who were 
glorioufly fighting for liberty. We de- 
termined/there to conquer or die, being 
ftrongly reinforced by the Borough pa- 
triots, who had burnt the tolUhoufes on 
the bridge in their rout. To place a 
juft fenfe of our caufe before them, an 
horfe, loaded with the chains of New- 
H 2 gate. 
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gate, was driven through the crowd in 
place of colours^ and every bread beat 
with throbs of vengeance at the fight. 

A body of favages on hprfeback cut 
down feveral with their fwords, and the 
infantry made ufe of their infernal nnuf* 
kets, which fcvercly galled the unarmed 
patriots. It was fhocking to hear the 
tremendous roar of exulting, rage fink 
after every platoon, as if it wa« cx- 
haufted. 

Poor Stupeo, who ftood befide me 
encouraging a band of. thofe whom the 
ignorant call felons to an attack on the 
infantry with iron fpikesand bottles, re- 
ceived a fhot that iaid him dead befide 
we. The mob, who now began to faint 
from the unequal conteft, trampled over 
him, and hurried me along with them. 
1 endeavoured to rally them, and one of 
them daflied a link into my face, which 
I returned by Ihooting him with a piftol, 

for 
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for I bad found a very good pair in an 
houfe we bad gutted, and nothing could ' 
be more proper than turning the weapons 
of tyrants again ft themfelvcs. 

I was confounded at the fickle difpo- 
fition of a mob, which can only arif© 
from their want of»inftru£lion; and fo 
long as what is called civil order and po- 
lice exift;5, 1 very much fear the people 
will never uhanimoufly rife: but, how- 
ever, tru/th is making a rapid progrefs, 
and it muft itrefiftibly break forth into a 
glof iods day. 

The «iob would have executed fum- 
cnary juftice upon me for tHe murder 
of the link-bearer, had I not efcaped 
through the narrow ftreets into Holborn, 
where Langdale's (the dfftiller) was on 
fire. Torrents of fpirits ran in fhe 
ftreets,. and being played upon the neigh- 
bouring houfes for water, augmented the 
danger and the flames. 

H 3 Here 
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Here the military deflroyed a great 
number of patriots, who, were dancing 
round the fire, or tumbling the furniture 
out at the windows; while many others 
fell viQims to the half reftified fpirits 
which ran in torrents through the ftreets. 

I faw clea ly it was a loft caufe, for 
want of a more regular organizatrori, 
and I lamented that we had not made 
better ufe of the time allowed by the ti- 
midity (they called it humanity) of the 
government; we Ihould then have re- 
duced the whole city to an heap of alhesj 
from which liberty, like a phcenix, would 
have arifen in ten-fold fplendour: the 
raafs of luxury and of wealth would have 
been annihilated, and the partial injury 
individuals might have received would 
have been amply compenfated by the 
new order of things which muft haye 
arifen. 

It would have been, as Stupeo often 
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faid, talking of revolutions like the fer« 
mentation of anarchy, which from all the 
rage of luft, of revenge, of murder, of 
cruelty, of rapine, and unheard-of dif- 
trefs, finks into a glorious arid heart- 
foothing calm^. 

Indeed, nothing could be moredread- 
, fully great than the appearance. of Lon- 
don on that glorious night. The large 
body of fire iffuing from the different 
conflagrations of the FleetPrifon, King's 
Bench, .Toll-hou|es on Blackfriar's- 
bridge, Mr. Langdale*s two immenfe 
warehoufes full of fpirits, and a vaft 
number of fmall fires, together with the 
illuminations, which of theuifelves would 
have rendered the ftreets as light as day> 
all afcending into the air, and confoli- 
dating together, formed an atmofphere 
of flames, imprcffing the mind of the 
fpedtator with, an idea,' as if not only the 

** Pain and Godwin on Revolutions and Anarchy. 
H 4 whole 
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whole metropolis was burning, but all 
nations yielding to the final conrumma- 
tion of all things. But how much greater 
mull have been the fight, amidft which 
even the foul of a modern philofopher 
might tremble, would it have been to 
fee the flames chafing the diftrafled 
people from Hrect to ftreet; to fee the 
enemies of liberty perifhing in heaps 
before the burning fword of retributive 
jaflicej to fee the rageof luft defpoiling 
thofe difdainful beauties^ whofe love 
heretofore was only to be won by cringe 
ing; to fee trembling tyrants biting the 
duft, and drinking their own blood as it 
mingled in the kennels; to hear amidft 
all this uproar the thunder of cannons, 
the whirling of bullets, the clafhing of 
fwords, the tumbling of houfes, the 
groans of the wounded, the cries of the 
conquerors; and fee, amidft the blazing 
and red-hot ruins, the fons of Freedom' 
and Liberty waving the three-coloured 
banners dropping with the blood of their 

enemies, 
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enetniesj and hailing the everlafting 
Rights of Man ! ! ! 

Ah ! how dear muft fuch a fcene be 
to the friends of liberty and univer/al ' 
man; nor fhould the paultry confidera- 
tionof two or three thoufand being maf- 
. facred, to fatiate private revenge^ be ta«» 
ken into the account of fo great, fo im- 
mortal a coBfideration. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



HUMANITY OF A MOB^ — TITE VAGA- 
BOND IS UNFORTUNATELY PRE- 
VENTED ATTAIN ING A MARTYR- 

DOM^ GAMING DEMONSTRATED TO 

BE THE ONLY LIBERAL SCIENCE, . 

1 Was fo agitated by the failure of our 
glorious caufe, that I was nearly put- 
ting a period to my exiftence, efpecially^ 
when I recollefted- the ihocking and 
infamous fy ft em of a conftitution, which 
none but fools can fee any one virtue 
in ; and this was, that every man who 
had fuffered by this effervefcence of 
liberty/ would receive fatisfaflion for 

bis 
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RiV lofles, and thus the people would be 
made to pay for what they had deftroy- 
cdf fo that our failing in the ultimatum 
-was worfe than if nothing had' been done, 
and we had in faft been ftrengthenjng 
the lafli for ourfelves. To be fure, there 
was this alleviating refle6lion, that the 
cowardly and felfifli citizens wouH have 
to contribute equally with the patriots*, 

I wiftied myfelf away from fuch a de- 
teftable country as England, where pro- 
perty is guarded with as much vigilance 
as if it were a deity ; and no man, how- 
ever obnoxious, can be plundered, with- 
out a right of retribution from the pa-' 
rilh or county, a thing totally unknown 
in other countries, and quite inimical 
to genuine liberty. 

My woundj my bruifes, and fatigue 

had nearly exhaufted my ftrength ; for 

till mind (hall overcome matter, the hu- ' 

man frame ftahds in need of repofe and 

H 6 celTation. 
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ceflation from a8ion, though it is afto^ 
niOiing what exertions we are capable 
of, when the mind is engaged in great 
expioits; and I have little doubt but 
when the new fyftem is eftablifhed, we 
Ihall have no need of what is cMcd/leep^ 
nor fhall we require Jbod, both of thefe 
being . fuperfluous to fpiritud fvijiance. 
In fad:, as my dear Stupeo f^ys, why may 
we not one day become immortal * ? 

I did not regret the lofs of this pro- 
digious great man any other than as fo« 
ciety loft an invaluable member, for I 
had ftrengthened my mind to the cafe> 
and fhould, with the immortal Brutus, 
have looked with indifference on the 

* One would be tempted to ftippofe the man' 
infane, who Ihbuld maintain tiiat the human foul 
was a matevial fubilance^ and had no exii^ence after 
deaths but that he had no doubt when we had caft 
away our prejudices^ we Ihoiild become immortal in 
this prefent world. Such confiftency is the do^rine 
of Godwin;, Holcroft, &c. &c. 

death 
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death of ahy relation or friend, tljefe 
being mere partial evils, and not tp be 
feparated from extenfive defigps. 

It is -not politically juft that a wife 
man fhould expofe himrdf carelefsly to 
inartyrdom for the fake of liberty, till 
he has we]l weighed whether the human 
fpecies will be mo{| benefited by his life 
or death. To run rafbly on the point 
of a bayonet w^s wrong, becaufe I might 
yet live to illumine the world, and catch 
fome glorious crifis — while truth would 
not receive any promotion by my death 
at the prefent inftance : I therefore re* 
tired unnoticed amidft the univerfa) 
alarm. 

I was very little acquainted with the 
town, having been there only upon one 
or two vacations; but the light of the 
fires and the brilliance of the illumina- 
tions were fufficient guides. Several 
watchmen looked as if they intended 

to 
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to Hop me, but awed by the dignity of 
my countenance, though covered with 
blood and dirt, they all flunk away, fb 
powerful is the efFe£l of innocence and 
impreffive refoliition. 

I arrived oppofite a bonfire, where 
the furni(,ure of a Roman Catholic mil- 
liner was blazing; it made but a paltry 
light, compared with the many others 
that gleamed in the air ; and the noble 
band that danced around it being afhamed 
to be out-done in their patriotic exer- ' 
tions, in the goodnefs of their hearts 
dragged the bed from beneath two in- 
fants* and a woman in labour, which 
gave a great but tranfient addition tO' 
the fire. To be fure, the poor woman . 
died of fright, biit that could not be 
helped in fuch a cafe; and it is the ill- 
education of women which introduces . 
all forts of nervous afFeQions, 

*^ Political Magiazine, 1 780. 

In 
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In a little back alley I met an old wo- 
man carrying fomething in her apron ; 
at my approach (he appeared very much 
frightened. * What have you got there?* 
Taid I. She replied, trembling, * Only 
fome trifles, your honour, that I have 
preferved from the fire.* I required to 
fee thofe trifles. Accordingly (he open- 
ed her apron, difplaying fome gold fringe, 
a filver cenfor, and two cups, which flie 
had taken from a Romifh chapel* * You 
are heartily welcome,* faid I, *to thefe 
fpoils of fuperftition ; I wifli you had as 
many more : but now, can you tell me 
where I may flecp feeurely from uawel- 
come intruders ?* 

* Aye, and that I will: come to my 
little lodging, my dare babe, you need 
not be frighted at nobody there.* 

Accordingly I followed her into a 
miferable houfe, up three pair of flairs^ 
iiuo a back garret. A crucifix flood on 

^ a chim». 
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a chimney-^iece, and a ftring of heads 
hung upon a nail, by which I foon dis- 
covered that this good lady, who had 
been plundering a chapel, was a Ro- 
manift; and I rejoiped to find that know* 
ledge had res^ched even into a back gar* 
ret, and taught an old woman to difcerp 
the caufe of mankind from the bigotiy 
of prieftcraft. 

With this hpfpitable creature, who 
was an kifh woman, I determined (ore* 
fide. Being extremely jaded and pained 
by my bruifes, I went immediately to 
bed,' and flie haftened to procure me 
fome refreihment. She would have fetch* 
ed a furgeon, but I utterly detefted the 
whole crew of leeches, who 4«al in a 
cant jargon (like the priefts of Cybelle) 
which nobody underftands. 

When the fermentation of my fpirits 

began to cool, in fpite of all my e£Fort8 

I ];)ecame nearly diftradled. I had loft 

I tliree 
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three of my teeth, and my Whole body 
was bruifed: the cut in my head, to be 
fure, was only am inch and half lon^; 
and a finger deep; but I had a mufket 
wound in my hand, which had taken ofF 
ha]f my little finger, and grazed the reft^ 
fo that I was not in the mod comfortable 
fituation. I raved like a madman at 
the lofs of the noble opportunity, which 
might not occur in a whole generation. 

Before ynorning J[ became wholly de- 
liripus, burning with a violent fever; 
and ppw it was the old wornan intro«« 
duced a lame appthecary from the neigh- 
i>ourhood. I was tortu;-ed, bliftcred, 
and blooded, and underwent worfe than 
a thoufand deaths in the courfe qf tbrce 
weeks, when I recovered vi\y fenfes, and 
^wpke as from a dreann. I then le^irnt^ 
to my infinite regret, that the kind old 
woman had been taken up and hanged« 
adding another to the long lift of vi3ims 
to defpotifm. The apothecary pretended 

that 
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that the old woman had attempted to 
criminate me refpefling the ftolen arti- 
cles^ and that I (hould have been takea 
up had he not fworn I had been under 
his care prior to the riots; and it turned 
out, on the trial of the old woman, 
that fhe had been feen alone entering 
the chapel. 

• I reproved him feverely for his falfi- 
fication of truth. — ' Truth, faid I, 
* ought at all times and in every fitua- 
tion to be fpoken. Friendfliip— -every 
thing (hould bend to omnipotent truth. 
Stratagems of all kinds are deteftable^ 
even in war they are unjuftifiable ; and I 
hope ta£tics will be To (impliBed, that 
they will be reduced to a few general 
maxims, and then no man will need the 
experience of a long life to become ^ 
general ; it will the« become a generous, 
manly, and open fyftem*. Befide, in 

conceaHng 

* Sec GodwinV Political Jufticc. In one page 

he 
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concealing the truth, your have done me 
an irreparable injury, you have funk 
my name in obfcurity, you have de- 
prived me of the honour of a public 
death/ 

* It is not too late yet/ replied he, * if 
you have an ardent defire to fwing; but 
I thought you had the^ appearance of a 
gentleman/* 

he declaims againil war^ with all the fire of words> 
and in another he tells us he hopes it will one day 
become a generous^ manly^ and open fyHem. So 
mu'ch for confiftency. — It may not be unworthy to 
remark the eternal babble kept np by the new phi- 
lolbphers concerning war. War is favage, war is 
inhuman, war is defpotic, &c. &p. . Granted. Who 
does not know this^ But there are wars which are 
ineuitahley in which, to be paflive, would be tame 
fubmi£ion to deftru6lion.* The people fortunately 
begin to open their eyes, and fee into the hypocrify 
of thefe friends to the human race. They fee that 
a republic, can outftretch the fartheft ftridc of kingly 
ambition^ and grafp at univcr/al dominion. 
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To this obfervaticn I maije no reply, 
being agitated with the lofs I had fuf- 
fered. — * All mankind/ cried I, * would 
have feeri an example of magnanimity 
in the caufe of freedom. Oh, my be- 
loved 5tupeo ! had you been alive, you 
would have gloried in hearing the name 
of your pupil in the fame fentence with 
Maffienello, William Tell, Oliver-Crom- 
well, Cato, Leonidas, Jafficr^ and Judas 
Maccabseus/ 

• We muft take at leaft three more 
ounces of blood,* muttered the ^po^ 
thecary, and went out of the room. 

I now plainly perceived that I had 
a rafcally, ignorant, ariftpcratical apo* 
f thecary, who meant to bleed me to death 
put of fpite, that my name might for 
ever be loft to mankind. I therefore 
,fearched for my ,. pijdols, which I had 
tbruft under the bed ; and that Qever 

having 



/ 
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- having been difturbed fince I laid down 
upon it, I had the fatisfaBion to find 
thera. The apothecary foon after en- 
tered, with a ragged attendant^ and 
made preparations to tie niy arm, when 
grafping one of my piftols, I drew the 
trigger, and (hould have terminated his 
pra&ice bad the piece been loaded* 

* Do you mean to murder me,* faid 
I, * with all this bleeding ? Does Na- 
ture ever bleed her patients? and her 
you ought to follow in all things, You 
think I am mad,, but I have fenfe enough 
to tell you never again to come in my 
fight.'. 

* Who is to pay my bill ?' faid the 
frightened dealer in drugs. * I faved 
you from the gallows, and from dying 
raving mad.' 

* How could! have died both ways?* 
faid I. * As to your bill, I have more 

need 
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need of the monejr myfelf, and- the greau 
eft good is always to be preferred.' 

* But my attendance and medicine 
muft be paid for.' 

* What is your attendance? Ought 
not every man to labour for the good 
of his fellow men? I fhould be guilty 
of political injuftice were I to -reward 
you for doing your duty.' 

* But, Sir, I have dedicated my life 
to the praftice of medicine: I l^ave no 
other means of gaining a living, and 
cannot aflFord to praflife for nothing/ 

* That is not my fault, it is the ill- 
con ftruQion of focietyl In a ftate well 
ordered, no man would receive wages, 
but every one would do what he efteem- 
ed the greateft general good. Had you 
ever liftened to the leflbns of the great, 
the immortal Stupeo, you would have 

been 
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been convinced of what I fay, and you 
would have difdained a bribe to perform 
a duty/ 

• Sir/ faid he, humbly, in a vile de- 
pending tone, ' when you refleft, you 
muft obferve that you only exchange 
one benefit for another. In fociety all 
mufl: mutually hang together, and if any 
part be difordered, the whole organi- 
zation muft fufFer. Men have a va- 
riety of genius, and what would be- 
come of the world if thofe who were 
willing to work gave all their labour 
for the benefit of the idle ? All human 
genius would then be cramped, and di- 
reQed merely to the providing of food/ 

* Peace, peace/ cried I, * will you, 
an ignorant apothecary, a pounder of 
drugs, pretend to talk philofophy with 
a difciple of the everlafting Stupeo ? — 
Why, Sir, I could talk with you on this 
fubjefl; for feven years, -and in five mi- 
nutes 
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niites you would not have a word more 
to fay. Is it not» therefore^ deinon-> 
ftrable that you are in the wrong ?' 

*Well, Sir, pay me the trifle I re- 
quire; it is only three guineas, and I 
have a numerous family/ 

* A family !* replied I with indigna- 
tion, * and what bufinefs has fuch fel- 
lows as you to get families ? In the pre- 
fent fyftem, ft is only bringing into the 
world a parcel of flaves.* 

* But population is the riches of a 
countrv.* 

* Granted,' cried I, • in a good go- 
vernment, where the children are public 
property, and no one knows his rela- 
tions ; but in our fyftem children intro- 
duce all the infamous train of felfifli 
and family connedions, and ihut up the 
bowels of cotnpaffion again ft the dear 

fuffering 
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buffering Chinefe^ who eat rotten meat 
and pounded rice/* 

• Sir^' faid he, * give me leave to fay 
^you talk in a very fingiilai: manner; 

your fen timents would unhinge the um- 
verfc. 

« Come here/ cried I with tranfport, 
* you own then the power of my argu- 
ments; I knew they muft carry con- 
viiElion; I fhould die contented if I 
could only unhinge fociety. I deteft a 
claim, but you are a man of underftand- 
ing, and in want. At prefent, I do not 
know on whom I coi^ld beftow five gui- 
neas to do a greater good ; take them — 
but remember that I fliall always regret 
your having prevented my execution/ 

* A very fingular gentleman/ ex- 
claimed he, overjoyed, * give me leave 
to attend you in future for nothing/ 

Vol. I. I ^ As 
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^ As long as you pleafe/ faid I, * that 
is, the natural way, but I will not be 
blooded. The art of medicine is to fol- 
low nature. If the patient is fick, 'tis a 
fign nature wants to difcharge, and you 
(hould dofe him with emetics : if he is 
delirious, you fhould apply ftrong fti- 
mulants to increafe the frenzy, as the 
fooner it arifes to the height, the fooner 
a calm will enfue.* 

I continued to take his drugs by way 
of experiment; but I am fatisfied I owed , 
niy recovery alone to the natural ftrength 
of my conftitution. I had daily ac- 
counts of the fufferings of the perfecuted 
patriots ; and I debated with myfelf what 
line of life I (hould purfue as the mod 
rational, and in harmony with my prin- 
ciples. 

I refolved not to ftoop to my father ; 

I could as ill cringe to any man in 

power, and I detefted every thing in aU 

2 iiance 
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li^nte \^ith trade as a debafement of the' 
human foul. Surely, thought I, I am 
born for fomething more noble than to 
meafure goods^ or fort the articles of 
commercial exchange: low and baf($ 
minds may find fatisfaSion in fuch enw 
ploy, but the intelligence which learned 
to foar into the realms of fciende, muft 
not be chained down to fuch groveling 
undertakings. 

To amufe my mind, I vifited a billiard 
table whic;h was at no great di(!ance from 
my lodging, and 1 found fome cnter-i 
tainme,nt from the exertions of (kill. I 
there became acquainted with the moll 
good-natured man in the wdrld, whofe 
name was Williams. I foon difcovered 
that he was an advocate for the new phi- 
iofophyj and he protefted that he could 
not in confcience accept a living in the 
pteient fyftem of things in any other 
Way than by gaming. 'Tis true,* faid 
he, / the prejudices of mankind have 
I a iligmaiifed 
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fiigmatifed it as ignoble, but it is of all 
fciences the moft natural ; it brings lords^ 
and all thofe tilled trumpery, down to a 
level with the mod infignificant of men : 
it introduces a freedom of difcourfe; it 
detaches the mind from all thofe bigoted 
notions called religion: it equalifcs pro- 
perty, by taking from ihe rich to give to 
the poor 5 and in One word, it is the moft 
eligible way of living with honour and 
independence.* 

•You charm me/ faid I^ ^ I 'once 
thought gaming was a foolifh method of 
fpeqding time, apd calculated merely 
for the introdudion of vice and diffi- 
pation ; I now fee better, and it is to me 
fingular how naturally the. mind tranfides 
from one truth to another : but fo it is 
with hunian nature. The progreffion of 
knowledge is going forward with rapi- 
dity, and the wifdom and experience of 
ages is difcovered to be nothing at all in 
the eighteenth century/ 

Williams 
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Williams propofed, that as I was what 
he called new to the town, we Ihould 
divide our gains^ to which I readily 
agreed, and we were for feveral nights 
very fucc^fsful, fo that I had to my fhare 
near two hundred pounds* The tran- 
(ient (late of human exiftence loudly 
urged me to grafp at the prefent ; and 
my college habits returning with force, I 
frequently fpent whole nights with drink* 
ing parties. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



MR. Hume's arguments for adul^ 

TERY, WITH PRACTICAL CONSE- 
QUENCES THE NEW MODE OF 

BENEVOLENCE. 

JL Was charmed one evening at the 
play, by a beautiful young woman, 
who was in company with an ill-hu- 
moured, jealous-looking, illiberal man. 
I attempted feveral times to addrefs 
myfelf to the lady, but his fevcre 
looks and lowering frowns compel- 
led her to reftraint^ and I did not 

, wifh 
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wi{h to be the caufe of increafed do- 
minatioa. 

. I was extremely well dreflcd, for in 
thefe trifles one may as well appear 
like the reft of the world, though I had 
more than once an intention to adopt 
the Roman Toga, on purpofe to attra6t 
attention, for thefe matters go a gre^t 
way with little men« I found that I 
gained the attention of the lady, who 
appeared uneafy under her rcftraint, 
and I made a fecret vow, to emanci- 
pate her from the bondage under which 
ihe groaned. 

I difcovered, on farther inquiry, that 
ihe was the wife of a citizen, who had 
married her when Ihe was extremely 
young, and extremely giddy ; that they 
had two children, and were as happy 
as a tyrant and a coquet can be in wed-^ 
lock. , 

I 4 I read 



j 
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I read over the Effays of the fafliion* 
able Hume> where I found that adul- 
tery was one of the moral virtues, and 
perfeClly agreeable to political juftice. 
In volume 2, page 409, of his Effays, 
edition 1767, are thefe admirable words, 
which, fingly, and unconneSed with his 
other excellent principles, would be 
fufEcient to raife the book into public 
notice. — • Adultery,' fays he, * muft 
be praftifed, if men would obtain all 
the advantages of life, if generally 
praSifed, it would foon ceafe to be 
fcandalous; and if praftifed fecretly 
and frequently, it would, by degrefes^ 
come to be thought no. crime at all/ — 
« Immortal Hume,* cried I, ' though 
thou doubteft whether thou had ft a 
foul, I doubt iwhether it be poffible to 
doubt that thou hadft a body/ 

I. determined to follow fo great an 
idea, and it was not long before I con-- 
trived an interview. It is needlefs to 

fay 
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fay the lady foon became a convert 
to the prevailing principles of reafon 
and nature ; ihe was difgufted with her 
flavery, and wanted only an opportu- 
nity to exert the inborn freedom of her 
fex. I engaged very neat lodgings 
for her, and began to enter into that 
ftate^ fo congenial to the feelings of 
human nature and rational brings. I 
found her a very Angular charaCler, 
within a truly feminine form ^ ihe had 
a foul of a mafculine energy; every 
thought of her mind feemed received 
b^y intuition. She was often right by this 
means, only in matters of mere fpecula- 
tion ; fhe adopted one and rejefted 
another, hy a fort of taB, and the force 
of a cultivated imagination ; and ytt^ 
though upon the whole Jhe rcafoncd little, 
it is furprifing what degree of found- 
nefs was in all her determinations*. 

♦ The reader may find many of thcfc fcntimcnts 
' in the Life of Mrs. Wolftonecraft. * 

l5- ■ My 
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My difpofition frequently led me to 
waver in the praQice I bad adopted : 
I doubted^ and I fometimes feared ; 
but my ofcilladons and fcepticifm were 
fixed by her boldnefs* When a true 
opinion emanated in this way from 
another mind^ the convi&ion produced 
in my own, aflumed a fimiiar dharader. 
She did not defcend to all the frivolous 
j^ftnefs of her fex^ which cuftom has 
rendered general. She faw in woman, 
a being in no point inferior to man, 
except in perfonal prowefs; and (he 
difdained all tbofe attractions^ which 
poets and mankind have generally com- 
bined in perfeding the female cha« 
rafter. 

Our coiineQion was that of friend- 
Slip ; We only met when mutual in- 
clination prompted; and Ihe has fre- 
quently lamented, that the cuftotns of 
the world prevented her mingling in 
all the purfuits and undertakings of 

men.-— 
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men.—' Is there any fex in foul ?* ftige 
vould ^fay, * if not, what right have 
thofe tyrants, the men, to exclude us 
from the fenate, the bar, and the army ? 
Do we not fay taxes in every article we 
conjume? — And who are our reprtfen^ 
tatives in Parliament ? — It is an out- 
rage againft the inborn Rights of Wo- 
men.'-^-' Why,' I would aflc, * may 
not a woman be as capable of leading 
troops into the field as a general ? Are 
they not perpetually playing cunning 
tricks ? Soldiers and women - 1 main- 
tain to be equally alike : the officers 
are perpetually attentive to their per- 
fons, fond of dancing, crowded rooms, 
adventures, and ridicule: like the fair 
fex, the bufinefs of their lives is gal- 
lantry : they .are taught to pleafe, and 
they live only to pleafe ; yet they do 
not lofe their rank in the diftinQiion 
of fexes, for they are ftill reckoneji 
fuperior to women, though in what 
their fuperiority exifts, beyond what 
16 I have 
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I have juft mentioned, ic is difficult to 
difcoverV 

A woman of thefe fentiments was 
congenial to my foul ; our difcourfes 
were a feaft to the mind, in which the 
fenfes had no (hare. She frequently 
lamented the evils to which nature had 
neceffiated her fex in the a^rticle of 
children ; a fubjeft which fhe never 
could difcufs with patience, it being, 
an evil to which man was not fubje8ed, 
and a badge of bondage not to he 
overthrown. 

* Oh !* cried fhe, one day to me, in 
a fit of enthufiafm, * what fignifies all 
the freedom of our fouls, all the ex- 
altations of our intellea§, if we are 
to be confined for months to carry a 
burden which we have no means to 
lay down, and when the little wretch 

• Rights of Women, part i. 

appears 
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appears in the world, what a dreadful 
idea: — with intellefts that foar beyond 
the firmament, are we to be confined 
to fwaddle and dandle an animal that 
has no ideas, and muft at every moment 
deftroy itfelf if we do not preferve it ? 
Oh horrid ! that Nature did not pro- 
vide fome middle, fome ftupid, lumpifh 
being, 16 rear and' take care of the 
hiiman progeny : .why not make man an 
oviparous animal ? Then we might have 
hatched the eggs in tempered ftoves, as 
they do chickens in Egypt/ 

I could not but admire this flafli of 
idea, which was bold and grand, and 
new ; indeed, all her fpeculations were 
fublime, though /he reafoned litth *. 1 
had nearly overlooked an uhpleafant 
incident, which would have very much 

* We arc told in the Life of Mrs. Wolllonc- 
crafl, that (he reafoned little $ thofe who reafoa 
. much will eafily believe the fa^ 

grieved 



l82 THE VAGABOND. 

grieved ine» had it been occasioned by 
me : but it was another dreadful con* 
fequence of the prefent organization 
of fociety^ and gave me an additional 
reafon to execrate the prejudices of 
mankind. 

The hufband of my Mary, had expect- 
ed to find in l^er that Joftnefs, compla- 
cency, and modefly, which none but 
idiots ought to require, and which &re 
merely calculated to fit a woman for a 
feraglio, or a play*thing to a volup- 
tuary. He had taught himfelf to de- 
fire a female, who might folace him 
after his bufinefs, with the endearments 
of a mind that had no will but his own, 
and fought to oblige the man who pre- 
ferred her to all her fex. But Mary 
was of a different nature — her foul was 
not to be confined in a gilded cage, and 
fhe would not bow to the balhaw dic- 
tates of a matter. 

The 
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The poor wretch became diftrafted 

at her lofs. In place of taking another, 

he was perpetually raving about con- 

jugal aflPeClion, the claims of children, 

the duties of wives, and fuch ignorant 

prejudices, till^ his fenfes failed him« 

and his . friends fent hitti to Bethlem 

Hofpital. The children, who had none 

to provide for them^ were fent to the 

work-houfe, to be educated by the 

public, , where they caught the fmall- 

pox, and died ; an event, which ought 

jiaturally to have been expe8ed, when 

they had not been inoculated, and 

could not throw any blame upon the 

conduft of their mother. 

After this incident we continued on 
the mod harmonious footing, for though 
Mary allowed herfelf the converfation 
of many of the oppofite fex, I did not 
experience the fmalleft uneafinefs, for 
file had as much right as myfelf to all 
the eccentricities of fancy ; and I never 

^ thought 
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thought her the worfe for having canw 
tributed to the happinefs of other hu- 
tnan beings. 

About a month after this, the poor 
hufband died delirious, one of the moft 
fiupid deaths a man could die for the 
lofs of a woman ; and Mary, thus freed 
from the fhadow of a tie, appeared wuh 
n^e openly in public. Our neighbours 
made their ufual rude comments upon 
our intercourfe; and becaufe feveral 
gentlemen preffed fome handfome pre- 
sents upon 'Mary, they circulated the 
calumay, that I kept my wife as a 
proftitute. 

i defpifed all this ; I was not to be 
frightened into' any aft becaufe of fc^n- 
dal, and I had lotig regarded marriage 
with fo well grounded an apprehenfion'^ 
that, notwitWtanding the partiality for 
Mary that had taken poffeffion of my 
foul, I Ihould have felt it very diffictik, 

at 
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at leaft in the prefent ftage of our inter- 
courfe, to have refolved on fuch a 
meafure ; thus, paf tly from fimilar, and 
partly from different motives, we felt 
alike in this, as we did perhaps in every 
other circumftance that related to our 
intercourfe. 

The human mind delights in variety* 
It is impoflible we fhould be for ever 
attached to one particular objeft. This 
change Mary experienced before my- 
felf; and (he parted from me for the 
proteftion of my friend Williams, who 
certainly poflefled very powerful at- 
tra£iions, and was an athletic figure. 

I regretted this feparation, but was 
not fool enough to repine ; and I de- 
termined, according to the maxims of . 
the great Stupeo, inftantly to feleft 
feme other; though it was difficult to 
find one with fuch an underftanding as 
to march forward to the high goal of 

reafon. 
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reafon, trampling down prejudice, (a* 
perftiiion, and cbaradter^ in its career. 

While I was in fearch of fuch a fe- 
male, I wrote, by; way of amufemcnt, 
a little traft, proving ibait girls ought 
to receive the fame education as bovs ; 
that the fame exercifcs ought to be 
purfued by each, and that beauty was 
not of the fmalleft value» when com- 
pared to a robufi: oonftitution, that 
feared neither wind nor weather, i 
j)rpved,^ beyond ' contradiQion, that 
<every thing called the graces, fuch a<s 
jnufic^ finging, dancing, timidity, deli^ 
cacy, and baihfulnefs, oi^ht to be ex- 
ploded. 

I know not how it was, but my book 
was only bought by a few ; and the arif- 
tocratic critics condemned it, as the work 
of a man who paid no regard to truth, 
provided he made himfelf Angular;' 
lyhich was an abfolute libel^ for I had 

loft 
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loft iQ the caufe of trutb^ three teeth 
and half my little finger' 

I confefs I did not underftand the 
fubjeQ. When a man writes a book 
of methqdical information^ he does not 
wrke^ "becaufe he underftands the fub- 
Jc6:» but he underftands the fubje& 
becauf<^ he has written. He was an ua«- 
inftraded Tyro, expofed to a thoufand 
fooUfh and miferable miftakes when be 
began his work^ connpared with the 
degree of proficiency to which he has 
attained^ when he has finiflied it^. la 
like manner^ no man underftands poetry 
or architecture, till he has written a 
poem or buiU a houfe. 

Frequently, by way of amufementi 
I attended the fix-p^nny debating fo« 
cieties, wh^re truth is propagated in 
cvery^ branch, and religion and govern- 

^ Godwia's Enquirer, page 27. 

inent 
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ment attacked from behind a malGked 
battery. A debate on the beauty of a 
coquet, or the merits of a beau^ was 
fufiBcient to introduce annotations- on 
defpotifm, and fatircs on, nobility, to* the 
edification of the ignorant and young, 
who are thus prepared to receive all the 
enlightened principles of the new fchool. 
It is aftonifhing what energy reafon 
poflefles, when adorned with all the 
flowers of oratory : and it was in vain 
that a man of narrow opinions fhould 
endeavour to be heard ; for let him 
fay what he would, he was unattended 
to. I was however, difgufted at a little 
trifle, for I could not? endure the 
fmalleft duplicity, which is beneath the 
dignity of man, and ought not to be 
permitted even in the promotion of 
general knowledge. This trifle, was 
a quarrel between Citizen Cow and 
Citizen Calf, about which fide of the 
queftion they fliould take; the one 
inlifting that he could declaim beft on 

> the 
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the fide* of liberty, aad the. other de- 
claring his own talent lay in difco- 
vering faults. I was afhatned that fuch 
great men ftiould wrangle about the 
parts they were to * a£l, like the per- 
formers of a country barn ; and I 
could not but confide r, that the caufe 
of liberty muft fufFer, when garbled by 
the palfied efforts of men, whofe objeO: - 
was a dividend of fixpences, to be 
fpent the fame evening in a debauch. 

One evening^ at the hazard table, a 
young man, who had been fitting 
near fix-and-thirty hours, attraSed uni-r 
verfal attention by the extravagant ex- 
ecrations he uttered, and the agita- 
tion of his mind. ^ He protefted that 
ho was ruined and undone to all per- 
dition. 

My feelings are ever peculiarly alive 
to the fuffcrings of my felfows, and 

though 
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though I endeavour to guard agailift 
falfe pity, I am frequently melting at 
the diftrefles of my fellow mortals^ I 
followed the poor wretch home at a 
diftance, and entering his room ab- 
ruptly, I found him fitting in a chair, 
with a fine young woman hanging on 
his (houlder weeping, and a child fleep- 
ing in a cradle. 

He ftarted up confufed at my en* 
trance, and would have made an apo- 
logy, but I foon tranquillifed him, and 
preffing him with the irrefiftible argu- 
ments of truth to rely on my fervices, 
he confeffed ^that he had wronged an 
excellent mafter to a confiderable a* 
mount, under the fallacious hope, that 
by hazarding it at the gaming table, he 
might acquire an independence, his 
falary being too fmall to enable him 
to keep a family and appear as he ttiuft; 
that he had now loft the means of con- 
cealing -his crime, anti fhould bring 

Ihame 
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ihame on his wife and his relations by 
a public death. 

I was afFedied at the dreadful fitua* 
tion, for though his feelings were falfe, 
he having a juft claim* on his matter's 
property, yet, in the prefent fyftem of 
things he would have all mankind againft 
him ; I therefore determined to let him 
have two hundred pounds, the whole 
amount of my caOi, which would cover 
his affairs for the prefent. 

Returning home, I met with Williams 
at the door of a tavern, and acquainted 
him with my purpofe. — * You know ipy 
fentiments,' faid I, * and you know of 
what little value I efteem property 
when it is conducive to good. I have 
not promifcd Jackfon, becaufe promifes 
are criminal, but I think at prefent it 
is the greateft good I can do, and I 
hav^ raifed his hopes from the edge 

of 
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of defpair, by my alfu ranees of fuc- 
cour/ 

. * But ftiall you not want it yourfelf, 
and how fhall he repay it?' 

^ Hear/ cried I, * the profound fen- 
timents of the infallible Stupeo^ that 
moft exalted of philofopbers. — My 
neighbour is in want of ten pounds 
which I can fpare : there is no law to 
transfer my property to him, but in the 
eye of fimple juftice, unlefs it can be 
(hewn that the money can be more be- 
neficially employed, his claim is as com- 
plete as if he had my bond in his poflef- 
fion, or had fupplied me with goods to 1 
the amount* If two perfons fhould of- 
fer, I muft balance between them; it is 
therefore impojfibk'for me to confer upon 
any man a favour, / only do him a 
right*. 

* Godwin's Political Jvflice. page 89. 

• Stupco,* 
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* Stupeo/ faid he, folemnly, * was a 
man of the moft exalted intelleft, he 
was a prodigy amongft men^ a meteor 
in the path of fcierice, which blazed Tor 
a time, but was too brilliant to be per- 
manent. His language was fuperior to 
all the grovling maxims of men, and his 
eloquence muft have rivalled the per^ 
(iiafion of Cicero/ 

* 1 might fay,' anfwered I, ^ as 
^Tchines faid of Deraofthenes, if fuch 
be the effefts of mere repetition, what 
would you have faid had, you heard 
birafelf?' 

* We regret,' replied he, ^ the de- 
ceafe of great men ; but when their 
principles are praftifed by their pupils^ 
we ought to be content.. At thistno^ 
ment I was fearching for you, to 
throw myfelf into your proteftion, well 
affured that the juftice of my claim 

Vol. I. K will 
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will convince you. I have loft this 
nighf every &rthing I pofleiTed, and 
I am now under immediate apprehen- 
fion of an arreil for two hundred and 
iifty pounds : I am even told the hailifie 
have been after me. To be deprived 
t>f liberty, is more dreadful to me/ than 
death ; I never will fupport it : I am 
determined in my purpofe^ and it tc- 
niains for you to confider whether the 
faving of a rational being is worth two 
hundrld pounds/ 

I felt myfelf in a diftreffing fitua* 
tion, and preffed on both fides by very 
urgent claims, the merit of which re- 
quired refledion« — *My dear Williamfi,' 
faid I, * more than ever I lament the 
death of the illuminated Stupeo; he 
would with one word have relieved 
our embarraffment ; but, tell me your^ 
felf,^ without any bias of prejudice or 

weakntfs, 
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wcaknefs, which will be the greateft re- 
fulling good.* 

We walked feveral paces in filence. 
* At length/ faid hej ' I would not 
appear felfifli, I fwear it by my love 
oF truth and political juilice, &at both 
thefe cafes are fevere, but I do think 
that mine has the greateft claim upon 
you.* 

* It is fufficient,' faid I, * you are 
right.* He accompanied me home, 
where I delivered him, within a guinea, 
of all I poffeffed. It was ufelefs to 
vifit the young man when I could not 
relieve him, and I had ho inclination 
to infuU diftrefs. I was happy in 
liaving faved Williams from imprifon- 
ment, though the difappointment Jack- 
Ton muft endure in the failure of my 
offers now and then intervened, but I 
remembered that no man ought tq 
K 2 place 
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place dependence upon ^ny but him- 
felf. 

I cannot remember the conclufion 
of this incident v^ithout regret, and the 
reflexion that philofopby cannot.always 
dire£l us ampngft the doublings and 
mazes of human affairs. The young 
man was apprehended the next day, 
and his wife running forward id. the 
mod finifter conclufions, caft herfelf 
into the Thames, where Ihe was unfor- 
tunately drowned. 

I grieved, but grief 'was ufelefs, af- 
ter the event ; I execrated the cuftoms 
of mankind, and drew fome comfort 
in remembering that I had probably 
faved Williams from equal calamity. — 
I haRcncd to his lodgings, to pour 
out to him and Mary the tumults of 
an agitated foul, but I was informed 
that they had departed before break 

of 
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of day, nobody knew where; and that 
a warrant was out againft him for having 
cheated a geqtleman with cogged dice^ 

I was ftruck dumb at this account, 
which informed me that I was a beg- 
gar; and the woman of the houfe 
hinted that I was implicated in the 
buGnefs. My mind was, however, cleac 
of this afperfion ; it was too manly to 
defcend to other finefle than that of 
flcill ; but I could not reconcile the 
behaviour of Williams to any maxim 
of truth or political juftice; for if there 
be not common hone fly among ft thofe 
the vulgar call rogues, how are the af- 
fairs of life to be conduded ? 

The accidents I had witnefled re- 
fulting from gaming, had ftartled my 
mind, yet I preferred it to binding 
myfelf a flave to the caprices of any 
man. This refource was now become 
dangerous. No man, from perfuafion, 
K 3 would 
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would render me a portion of the fuper*- 
fluities he enjoyed, and in the midft 
of fociety which calls itfelf polifhed, 
I mud either labour in employ, beneath 
the dignity of a rational being, or 
perilh unpitied or unrelieved. 

Occupied with thefe refleflions, I 
returned to my lodgings, abforbed in 
a gloomy melancholy. Mankind ap- 
peared to me a fet of (elfifb, folitary 
animals in the midd of fociety, and fa 
fer from being aflbciated for mutual 
proteftion, they feem only to live for 
tbemfelves. 

I remembered, iiv all its brilliance, 
the ftate of natbre, defcribed by Rouf- 
feau, and enlarged by Stupco. I re- 
peated again and again // retourne chet 
fis Egaux J and 1 detensnined to make 
the wild* or America my afylimi. In* 
this intention I fold every article of 
value, and xrhanged my drefs to that 

of 
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of which you fee the remains, the better 
to pafs unmolefted, having many reafons 
to fear perfonal deteftion, for no man 
can be truly great/till he is become an 
objed: of hatred to nine-^tenths of mati- 
kind. 



I 
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CHAPTER IX. 



THE X)MNlPOTENCE OF MODERN 
TRUTH MEDITATIONS ON A GIB- 
BET AND THE CONSEQUENCES. 

X Determined to crofs the country of 
England to the North- Weft, and pro- 
pofed to make obfervations upon maa 
in my journey; for; asfome writer has 
faid, that ought to be the objeQfof all 
voyages and travels ; and, as Pope, fays, 
" The proper ftudy of mankind is 
man.*' Indeed, man mav be faid to 
compofe the firft chapter of the great 

book 
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book of Nature : .an4 before ,we pretend 
to a knowledge of all the chapters of 
that large book, we ought fqrely to be 
mafters of the firft. 

. On thje fixth day of myjourney, for 
I walked on foot, towards, evening I ar- 
rived: on the borders of an extenfive 
wifte ; a:large crowd of country people 
were affembled, and in deep debate 
about fonrie new enclofures, which had 
fliamefully infringed upon the common 
right. Some gentlemen were endea* 
vouring to perfuade them, that by cul- 
tivating the ufeleCs ground, larger crops 
would be produced, which would create 
greater plenty, and render the articles of 
' life cheaper. 

. All my patriotifm was aroufed at the 
glaring impoBtion, and taking advantage 
of a mound of earth, I requefted to be 
heard. 

K 5 'Can 
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*CaH yott liften patiently^ citizens,' 

cried I, * to this deteftable dodrineP 

Do you not know that the ground which 

now fcarcely fuftains a goore, will then 

fatten an ox, and thus your oppreflbrs 

will be enriched, and you will be ftarv- 

ed ? You have an undoubted right to 

the whole furface of the earth, but if 

cultivation goes forward^ you will' be 

penned up in the highways: you will 

not have fo much as a path left through 

a meadow ; your very highways will be 

taken from you, and made into canals, 

by which every waggoner in the king^- 

dom will be ruined ; and what will you 

get by this fpirit of improvement as they 

call it ? Will they give you the furplus 

of what they cannot devour ? No, they 

will pile it up in barns to rot, and make 

manure for a double crop. Open your 

^yc«> citizens, and you will fee the fal- 

}y ^f their fpceches : they tell you pro- 

vifions will be cheaper; I tell you they 

* * f^ot J and aik yourfelves which you 

are 
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are to bnelicvc, ihofe intercfted men, gi* 
I, whom you never faw before : I t<elt 
you^ you ought to have provffions^ for 
nothing. — Awake, citizens! reivieTiib^^r 
that when you are driven from the higb^ 
ways, you will be like, frogs in a* gutter. 
Now is the time; a moment's delay, ami 
you will be too late. Unite and tear up 
the fences, level the hedges before tW 
cultivating fpade has turned up the fod. 
Would to heaven there was not a fingle 
acre cultivated, and the. then imperious 
rich would not monopolife provifions. 
I fee impatience in your eyes— rl fee 
the rifing flame of liberty and truth flafh 
in your countenances.N — Come then, 
down with the boundaries, thofe badges 
of flavery, and tell all the world that 
you have as much right to the furface of 
the earth as you have to the air.* ^ 

This fpeech was like an eleSric ftiock, 

every mati confeffed its truth, and the 

K 6 triumph 
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triumph of patriotifm was complete. In 
vain the gentlemen endeavoured to ar- 
gue down the ftorm ; no one xvou^d hear 
theinj 3. plain demonflration that their 
arguments were falfe. I tore up, with 
my own hands, one of th^ flakes, and 
in an inftant the ariftocratical enclofures 
were laid open again. in a ftate of nature. 
Ghi cried I to myfelf. Oh that Stupeo 
could wjtnefs this effuGbn of reafon, this 
inarch of philofophy. But, alas!^ the 
great mythological, metaphyfical patriot, 
was firft killed by a mufket bullet, and 
then trod to death by his friends. 

While I flood witnefling this tranfient 
ftart of energetic freedom, I was fud- 
denly feized by, three of the gentlemen, 
and though I made a ftrenuous refift- 
ance, was foon overpowered. I called 
aloud for the country people to refcue 
me (but the difpofition of a mob is al- 
ways fickle), thofe who a few minutes 
before hung with rapture on my words, 

now 
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now feemed to rejoice in the new objeift 
raifed to ^heir attention. 

I was- chagrined, and as they led me, 
on, I exclaimed aloud, ' Rafcals and 
cowards, is this the manner to treat a 
pupil of the great and immortal Stupeo ? 
Is this treachery to be reconciled with 
political juftice? For myfelf, I am not 
concerned, I glory in the martyrdom I 
fhall fufFer ; but remember, that the axe 
Tvhich funders my head from my body, 
cuts at the fame moment all your li- 
berties.* 

* Who in the world are you?' faid 
one of the gentlemen ; ^ you furely are 
not in your fenfes, or you would not 
utter fuch incoherent abfurdities.* 

* Did I not tell you,' - faid I, ' that I 
ani a pupil of the great Stupeo, a man 
who, if he had been here, would have 
confounded you with his eloquence, and 

(haken 
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fliaken all the prejudices and habits of 
your mind like an earthquake, whicb^ 
at one trembling, overwhelms all the 
proud puny ffrudures of ignorant and 
tyrannical men/ 

A gentleman on horfeback advancing, 
towards us, flopped at the light of fo 
tumultuous a procefllion ; and I knew 
him to be the fame I had met in the 
ftage. He recolleded me, but feemed 
not to know me. 

* How does your LordQiip ?' faid one 
of the gentlemen. * We have here one 
of thofe feditious impoftors that go about 
the country deftroying its peace, and 
telling palpable lies in a flowery Man-- 
gu^ge, which warms the paflions, and 
runs away with fober reafon.' 

' My Lord/ faid I, « I am glad to fee 
you. becaufe you fhall be a judge of the 
iubjea in difpute, and for which I am 

dragged 
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c3ragged along the- public road like a. 
traitor and a Have. What is truth ? Can 
amy circumftance change the immutabi- 
lity of its nature? Is it not like thofe 
mathematical axioms, which we only re- 
quirc to hear to underftand ? Think you 
that the fenfes of the people are fo dull, 
they do not comjirehend the light of 
truth when it flafhes' in their eyes ? Or, 
as the fublime Stupco would have faid, 
when truth, like a volcano, burfts forth 
on the darknefs of night — its thunder* 
ings fhall awaken the dormant fenfes of 
mankind — its lightnings fhall glitter in 
their eyes like the brilliant morning of 
fcience— ^its lava (hall bear down all opw 
poGtion, overwhelming all the puny bar*, 
riers cf -ftate— its cinders will fcatter de« 
ftruftioTi upon its enemies, and' the de- 
vaftation it fpreads (like a revolution) 
fhall be momentary, giving place to a* 
tenfold fecundity/ 

* But,' faid his Lordfhip, ^ not to 

queftion 
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queftion the truth of your boinbaflic iijio 
taphor, you forget that this dcvaflat 
would fweep away all the then gene- 
ration.' . ; 

'1 

' And what is one generation/ I re^ 
turned, *or what are ten generations^ ta 
the refulting good ? Are, we always to 
be as imbecile as infants ? I have-no 
dpubt, that when reafon acts in all things, 
we fliall live to the age of the' primitive 
parents of manjcind, and tj>^a/we (hall 
not tremble at re vol utigns/ ^ ^ ] 

* Oh that the glorious days were qome!» 
faid he with a fneer, ^ when the dagger 
and the rope fliall lofe their d^ftrufltive 
qualities, \yhen the muflcet, thje fword, 
and the pike fliall l^eboupd from th^ bo- 
fom of the patriot, and the cannon. ball, 
in place of flying onwards, winged with 
death, fliall fall harmlefs ;p the grc^vHid-^ 
then, and not till then, ought we to rufli 
into revolutions.* ' 'i ' 

^ Evit 
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* But. truth,' cried I, * truth is om- 
aiipotent, of which this very day is an 
example/ 

' Which way ?' faid he. * I know 
you have fenfc, though at prefent it is 
warped. You call by the name of truth 
that which ftimulates ignorant people to 
outrage : but you forget that all men are 
not cool philofophers, that the great mafe 
of mankind are enamoured of novelty* 
The very buftle of a riot or a revolu- 
tion has for them equal charms with a 
horfe-race or a bull- baiting, and the 
merits of the fubjeft are never difcufled 
till they fmart under the confequences. 
What cau'j.be »more eafy than to lead 
people tQ;cJefire to live without labour, 
to plunder the rich, and pay no regard 
to thofe Uws which were made purpofely 
to reftrain the paffions? And becaufe 
this isjsafy to be done, you call it truth- 
and liberty, and patriotifm. But I would 
aflc one fober queftion, and would to 

God 



210 THE VAGABOND.. 

God the whole world could hear tne. 
If fimple nature, poverty, and equality 
rsthe natural ftate of man, why do re- 
formers wilh to deprive the rich of their 
wealth, to render the poor unhappy ? A 
plain argument ahat all they want is to 
plunder the rich, and, under a mafk of 
mock patriotifin, deftroy all thole facred 
bonds which give energy to genius, and 
encoirragcment to virtue. If they have 
the real welfare of mankind at heart, in 
the eftablifbment of equality, and deleft 
(as they are aWays pretending) cruelly 
and bloodflied, it would be very eafy ta 
eftablifh tbemfelves in America.*' 

• But monopoliftrs/ cried I; 'arc 
they to be fuffered to prey on the en- 
trails of fociety? What right has one 
man to eat a pine-apple, for which he 
gave a guinea, when another is ftarving 
for want of an half-penny worth of 
bread ? Anfwer me this / 

* Few 
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• Few things can be more eafily done/ 
replied he^ * In the firft place I would 
obferve, that the incident never hap- 
pened but in imagination, drawn for the 
purpofe of cafting an odium upon the 
rich, they do not in general deferve. 
Secondly, the accumulation of indivi- 
dual property is the natural and certain 
confequence of fociety. It is to be feen 
in the ftate of favagifm, where an in** 
duftriou^ Indian fhall poiTefs good arms^ 
white an idle one (ball be almod without* 
In the ftate of equality, that is> ignorant 
barbarifm, no pine*apples^ would be cnU 
tivated. How many depend for their 
fhare of the guinea paid for the pine«-> 
apple ? The fruiterer, the gardener, the 
glazier, the cirpenter, the bricklayer, 
the fmith, the coal-merchant, the ma^ 
Finer, the miner, with all the crowd of 
ethers who fupply each of thefe indivi- 
duals with materials ; and when you fhall 
have divided the guinea between all. 
thefe, I think the gentleman may eat 

bis 
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his pine-apple with a .good confcience, 

unlefs you can prove that he ought to 

give half of it to the vagabond, who will 

not work to provide himfelf food. — To 

ftate your queliion right, you (houid a(k 

which is the greater good, to aid all 

thofe tradefmen and their dependents, 

by encouraging the luxury, or to give 

the fuperflubus guinea to the fupport of 

unprodufliveidlenefe? There is another 

gueflion frequently aOced— What right, 

fay they, have the rich to tax the poor i 

What right have they, to live by thela- 

bour of the poor ? The real faft is, that 

they do not live by the labour of the 

poor, but vice verfa ; for were there no 

high people to pay the poor for working, 

there would be no work done. What 

bricklayer would build a houfe without 

being paid ? What labourer.would work 

for h„ri without hire? The benefit is re- 

yrocal to bath parties ; but, to fpeaka 

truth, the nVK . . , • 

. wie rich, wrapped as they are in 

«nd indolence,, would do much 

better 
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betteir. without the poor, than the poor 
without them. As to taxes, the poor in 
this country pay very few in proportion 
to the rich ; their cottages are exempt, 
they are not yaffals who work without 
pay (as in- moft. countries of the world), 
and thofe who wifli to live in peace, may 
do it with. as much fecurity as a lord; 
their; perfons. and their little 3(11 are 
equally facred in the eye of the law, and 
except in the article of game, equally free. 
It is the drunken, the idle, and the vi- 
cious, who have their families ftarving, 
and a burden/to the parifh. But fucK 
is the fingular conftitutibn of the coun- 
try, that no Englilhman can die of ab- 
folute want, if he will appeal to the cha- 
ritable, inftitutions. In faft, it is the 
middle clafs of people who bear the great 
burden of the ftate : the poor are exaQly 
the fame as they were a thoxifand years 
ago, and were, and will be always the 
fame under every form of government, 
with the exception of perfonal freedom 

and 
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and protedioD. It is to be remembered 
that taxes ought never to be manhured 
at, provided they are applied to public 
affairs. I am, however, grieved when I 
refleft that the upright, peaceabte, and 
loyal citizen pays at leaft one*third more 
than his juft portion, to- make up the 
deficiency occafioned by the fneaking, 
miferly part of the rich ; and by the 
mock patriot evading every impoil he 
canilinch from — thus ftabbifig the coun« 
try he .pretends to weep oven* 

* But,' replied I, * it is a grofs and 
ridiculous error, to fuppofe that the rich 
pay for any thing: there is no wealth in 
the world except this — the labour of 
tnan. * So that when a man of property 
pretends he is rewarding the labourer, 
he is cheating him, he is giving him a 
bauble, and cajoling him. If he employ 
them in ere£ling palaces, in (inking ca-* 

* Enquirer, page 175. 

nals. 
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nals, &€• it will be found he is their 
^netny ; be is adding to the weight of 
oppreflion, and the vaft accumulation of 
labour, by which they are already funk 
beneath the level of _brutes.'' 

^ From this doftrine/ faid Lord B-— ^ 
^ it Callows, thatihe lefs employ given to 
mankind, the. greater is their happinefs, 
and the greater your benevolence ; and 
the Eaftern fiaOiaw, who grafps every 
accumulation of property, deftroys the 
Speculations of commerce, arts, fciences, 
and agriculture, reducing men to the 
happy ftation of providing no more than 
juft fufficient to fupport exiflence, is, in 
your fyftem, the benefador of the hu- 
man race.* 

t * * 

I know not how it was, I felt all my 
ideas unorganifed, and I endeavoured 
in vain to reply : though what could be 
more iritt^ illiberal, and common place* 
The country people who had liftened to 
2 this 
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this difcourfe, one and allprotefted they 
* were grieved at their ofFence, declaring, 
that they now faw plainly how .much bet- 
ter it was to receive the wages for their 
labour in cultivating the ground, than 
to keep it barren, and of ufe to nobody, 
at the fame time piFering, the next day, 
to replace the hedges they ;h?id thrown 
down. .;, / 

* And to conclude this :ad venture,' 
faid the young nobleman, * let this un- 
fortunate man be liberated ; and I hope 
he wiU yet be convinced of the folly of 
deftroying one fyftem, which has Jome 
Jaults^ with many beauties^ and in its place 
propofing another, which has not one 
fingle praclical beauty^ but is'. pregnant 
^viih the moft detellable and dreadful 
evils/ 

Being at liberty to proceed on my 

journey, I left Lord B and bis train 

of flaveS. Continuing along the road 

by 
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by moon-light, andJbaving leifure to re* 
collcftthe apophthegms of Stupeo, I 
vras angry with myfelf that I had not 
contradifted every affertion made by 

Lord B ', and proved that hisrea-* 

fonings were falfe in toto. 

J wasroufed from thefe refleftions by 
th^ creakings of a gibbet on the high- 
way, and could ijot avoid fhuddering at 
the inhuman fpeQacle, cl . 

■ * O property-!' faid I, * this is one of 
thy blefled effefts--— whata dreadful ex- 
hibitioji .of injuftice glares ^upon the 
thinking mind, that death Ihall be the 
fatjcpf the man who by force exerts the 
rights, of nature. In the Principles of 
Penal Law, we are told near an hundred 
perfons annually are executed. Oh ye 
viaims of this infernal monopolifing 
fcherte, the whole amount of the goods 
(vulgarly called flolen) is only three- 
fourths per cent, ypon moveable pro-i, 
Vol. J. L . P^rty^ 
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perty, yet they hang yoa up on the high* 
way. Perhaps yon were obliged Co fhoot 
ibmebody in felC-defience» and muft ye 
die for that? Can we wonder at die 
miferies cf fociety» when hucuiy and 
trade are rifen to fo enorfdoiis an 
amount^ that the aggregate of property 
lirought to the city of London^ and 
moved in floating bottoms only» is an- 
smally (eventy millions, out of which 
only about four millions are taken in 
plunder^ only four millions reduced to 
the laws of equality. There is, indeed, 
a bright gleam breaking through this 
dark piQure, which enables the pri- 
vate patriot to tax the property rf thcfe 
dealers in wealth ; this is the article of 
h^e com, amoutitingi it is true, to no 
more than one million a j/^ar*. Let 
us a moment contemplate this mighty 

* Bee the excellent Treatiie on the Fblice of the 
Metropolis, which, though certainly czaggersted 
m fomeof the calculations^ deferves the attention of 
erciymaiii 

Coloffiis 
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ColofliM of property^ ivhich threatens 
^o devour up the Rights of Marr, and 
refill an the open and fecret attacks of 
phfilofophers, and we &M fee how ne- 
ccfflkr/ it i^ by every meatts to render 
property lefs fecure. Let txi reafoh 
calmly, and without prejudice^ and to 
any man of libersd idi^as, ^hat is the 
moral lurpltudc of robbery ? It is no 
more than takirtg by force what I have 
' a natural right to : it is an heroic and 
generous way of exerting the claims of 
nature and Agrarian juftice ; and the 
hazard I run is the fame as eveiy pa« 
triot muft lay open to, who exciter 
revGJutions, and proclaims the glad 
tidings of univetfal emancipadon. The 
onei as well as the other, is detefted by 
all men who are blinded by religion, 
and die prejudices of the old fchooK 
It becomes, therefore, the part of iver^ 
patriot^ who would nobly refill op- 
preflion, to begin by counteracting the 
unjuft diftribution of property; .and 
L 2 were 
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were they all to a man boldly and 
heroicly to fet out on the high road, 
they would foon render wealth lefs 
fecure, and its poflefibrs lefs arrogan^. 
It may be obje£le(i> that this would 
not be fo xnanty as at once throwing off 
the yoke of bondage : but till the march 
of Centiment has proceeded to univerfal 
coqvi^iqn, the next greateft good 
o.ught {to be preferred .to liftlefs inac- 

^^uch were my refle&ions while 1 
ftoo^l gazing at the gibbet : I ridiculed 
the idea that it would ad as a reftraint : 
it was in my pye^ Jike ^he mangled 
body of Gaefar, which only .fiimulated 
-to revenge. I coqiidered the j)oor 
viHim ;as unjuftly maffacred by the 
iron^fifted law» for though he had com- 
mitted murder, that was no reafoufor 
coercion i,n the co^c of political jut- 
tice. 

My 
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' My mind was impreffed with a ma- 
jeftic and independent tone, refulting 
fromthofe ideas. I felt myfelf aroufed 
to fome arduous exploit, and a poft- 
chaife driving towards me, gave me an 
opportuity to emulate the valour of an 
Alexander,, or a Charles the Twelfth. 

I drew out my piftols, and marched 
forward -along the middle of the road, 
whichthe poftillion perceiving, fpurred 
bis horfes, with aii intention to ride over 
me. With a flroke of my oak-ftick 
I brought him down, and grafping the 
reins^ retained the horfe». The genUe- 
man immediately fired, and miffing me^ 
I returned the ihot^ and a loud tcream 
from a female caufed me to think it 
took place. The horfes taking fright^ 
tote away ' from my grafp^ and rode 
over the poftillion, who was much 
bruifedj and had one leg broke. 

This 
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This anfortunate iiccident extremely 
chagrined me, but I confoled mylelf 
as much as^flibte with remembering, 
that partial evil will ever aitach to 
general good. The immortal Stupeo^ 
before h^ died» ufed to obferve, that 
Nature^ in her fecundity^ produced all 
things in fuperfluity, that much might 
be fpared for the deftruf^on of acci- 
dent* As in the produce of animals 
and vegetables ; and man, being nothing 
but a brute, was alfo fupplied in greater 
pumbers tban fufficient; in faCt, that tbe 
dcadi of two Qw three hujadred thoufand 
sflFas a matter of no mo9iem» and abfo* 
jMtrlf nnwpnhy to 6U the mind's eye % 
fecond in the cpmempl^tioo of a grf ai 
pvepi, 

Thfife a,rguo«enis w«m c4«ar as dvs 

bfOiy^ bft(e of trmb; for whsgt man 

^ could walk out on a fummer 3 day, if be 

feared crufliing the infects in his path ^ 

Or 
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Or who could look cooUy upon a revo-. 
lution, if they valued the lives of in- 
dividuals^ who n^ft be CFufbed by the 
ebullitions of the moment^. 

I rejoiced that my mind was fuperior 
%o prejudice^ and continued forward, 
after this little accident^ with an high 
flow of fpirits. I was on fpot^ and 
walked flowly on, forgetting, that by this 
outrage (as it h vulgarly called) I ren- 
dered myfelf liable to account, when I 
heard behind me the clattering of horfes. 
It was totally dark, and ftepping a little 
from the road, that they might not run 
over me, I ftuck in a muddy ditch ot) 
one fide. 

• The reader muft obferve the difference of the 
Vagabond's fentiments> which is the exa6^ lan- 
guajge of modern Jacobint. If one of their own 
party fuifers for hta crimes^ it is a mafifacre, and 
mufl be revenged by the moil iknguine examples $ 
but if thoufands are murdered by their own party, 
it is then a petty ebullition of liberty — ^nothing, 
compared to the great objeA they aim at. 

The 
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The plaihing I made to clear myfelf 
caught their ears, and they quickly 
furrounded me ordering me to fur- 
render. I. was in no iituation to con- 
tend, for I couW not extricate myfelf. 
I threw my piflols over the^iedge into 
a thicket of whins, and replied, that 
they might life me as they pleafed, for 
death was infinitely preferable to 
flavery. 

"^ r was conduQed back on horfeback 
feveral miles, to the neareft inn, where 
I was ufhered into a large kitchen. It 
V7as now very late, being near three* 
in the morning, fo that only two maid- 
fervants were there, with the three per- 
fons who had caught me. One, who 
had the appearance of a gentleman, 
turned me- to the light to examine my 
features, whea I inftantly kne\y bimi.tQ 
be my father. 

* Great God! ^ exclaimed Ije, *.who 
' \ ^ ^do 
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do I fee? What dreadful fate- is this? 
Why did I not die before I had beheld 
this hour? But for a trembling hand 
I fhould have killed my fon ! and that 
fon would have been fpared the guilt of 
murdering bis mother! ' 

A cold damp fweat gathered on my 
brow. I w^as unmanned in a moment, 
notwithftanding every. cflPort I could 
make to preferve my refolution*— * Was 
It, not imprudent,; faid I, ' totravcjlat 
thisL,hour>? What l^iafinefs had you upon 
the road? And how could 1 know you 
in the dark from another?* 

• Ill-ftarred boy./ faid. he, fliedding 
tears; * Providence dire&ed your arm 
againft your parents, that you might be- 
hold, in full light, the horror of your 
adions, and repent ! * 

* Nonfenfe,* cried I, recovering a( 
thi^ impeachment of truth. J Do you 

not 
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m>t knav» that^ in the eye of a man of 
fenfe, relations are no more connefied 
than the greiteft firangers? Would 
Rbme ever have been a republic^ had 
BruliM, recoiled from ordering his own 
children to execution? Would Caefar 
have fallen, bad the fecond Bruti» been 
tied by the namt of friend ? Or ¥K>uld 
any revolution happen, if brothers,, and 
fathers, and fons, feared to plunge the 
dagger in each otiiers bofom? The 
mind which cannot leap over thefe 
pauTtry and prejudiced confideratfon^ 
is not infpired with genuine patriotifm t 
we muft learn only to apprecie^e pen- 
ions by their intrinfic value, and not 
by their tides,, nominations, and con- 
neftions*^ 

* I would obftrre,. that / ncrcr pcrfBnally knew 
•'republican who did not fupport this doctrine; 
"»cre maybe thofc who do not*, but I never found 

'ft My 
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My father^ during this fpeech, bad 
thrown himfelf upon a chair» holding 
his head in an agony of emotion^ whicb 
1 did noc wonder at, confidering his^ 
prejudices; and I regretted myfelf^. 
that fo little good had been producec( 
by 9n a6tion» which» had it occurred im 
full day, amidft a tumultuous people^ 
and in the buftle of a revolution, would 
h^ve rendered me eternally immortal^ 
and banded my name down to the 
remoteft pofterity as a dread to tyrants, 
and a text to all declatmers oo Ae fuC> 
ferings of human nature: as it was, 
it was ooly like feed Icattered in 
ftcrile ground, unproduftiveandobfcure* 

^^ What Ihall I doi^ cried my father, 
fuddenly ftarting up. ^ Shalt I> for the 
(ake of fevere, but immutable juftice> 
hecome the inftmmcnt of vengeance oa 
my fon? $haU I adopt his own maxims,, 
and rend at once ali the tender ties 
of nature ? Shcrfl I burft all thole fine 

bands. 
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bands afunder, and conGgn him to pub* 
lie execulion ? Q heaven ! can fuch a 
(acritice be required of me, for having 
given cxiftence to fuch a monfter ? Noy 
no, get from my fight! fly! fly to. the 
defarts of the world ! beyond theboun- 
daries of focieiy, left the earth open 
and fwallow you alive/ 

• See/ faid I, calmly, ' what it is to 
be agitated with all thefe puerile feelings 
of kindred ; they unman the foul, and 
when we fliould reafon rationally, over- 
whelm us in a vortex of paffion; I am 
not fo prejudiced as to refufe that por- 
tion of liberty you offer mt: 1, will 
go, becaufe I do not think that I have yet 
fulfilled the great miffion' I have under- 
taken.. In the prefent inftance, I do 
not fee how the good of mankind can be 
promoted by my death :. till we can fee 
this, we ought never voluntarily to march 
to the fcaffbld^ or, as. the immortal 
Stupeo faid ■ ■ ^ 

• Per- 
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'* Perdition ftrike him to the centre^* 
^ried my father, flaming with fury. 

It is a folly to attempt reafoning with 
madmen; and feeing the two country^ 
men debating whether they fhould allow 
me to pafs, I put on a determined air^ 
and walked calmly out of the houfe. 
There is fomething impoBng and awe- 
ful in the frown of a determined man, 
confcious of his innocence ; and I have 
little doubt but an hundred would have 
fuffered me to pafs with equal im- 
punity. 

I foon fhook off the chagrin this lit- 
tle incident had occafioned, and having 
recovered my priftols, I thought it a 
' matter of common precaution to ftrike 
from the high road. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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